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Chairperson’s Letter

g while back, as I was entering the Midtown Tun-
nel, an inscription caught my eye — E PLURI-
BUS UNUM — the Latin phrase meaning, “Out of

Many, One.” It struck me as an apt description for so

much of what we as humans accomplish, and a perfect
description of our Conservancy.

Our one Park has been transformed by the devo-
tion and sweat equity of our many volunteers. True,
individuals can be capable of doing great things, but
more often, we see that the galvanized efforts of many
can “move mountains”.

This edition of Park Notes is dedicated to arguably
the best volunteer force anywhere. It is a pleasure and a
privilege to work with them maintaining and improv-
ing our local greenspace which brings such joy to all
who use it.

7 ' ~
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Judy Howard
Chair, Board of Directors

2 www.carlschurzparknyc.org

Breeana
George
Promoted

fter four years on the

ground, our much-
loved horticulturist Breeana “Bec” George has been pro-
moted to Horticultural Manager to more closely reflect the
depth of her responsibilities.

From fencing to lawns, from tree pruning to rat abate-
ment, Bee is there executing or overseeing the great amount
of work being done in our park. With her efforts, we con-
tinue to move ever closer to our goal of maintaining, restor-
ing, and revitalizing all our planted areas.

Bee started her career in Seattle, Washington, where
she was born and raised. She interned for four years doing
restoration in the Duwamish Greenbelt, Seattle’s last stand-
ing forest. While working for the Nature Consortium, she
attended South Seattle College to obtain her Associates
Degree in Horticulture. Bee studied in Ireland to learn tra-
ditional European gardening practices, as well as here in the
US to learn plant merchandising, floral design and land-
scape management.

We look forward to a very green future with her at the
helm.
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Diantha Schull
Board Secretary
Some call Carl Schurz

Park “the beating heart
of the community.” That
statement may not be an
exaggeration.

We can look to the health
benefits of the Park and its
plantings, the scope of com-
munity use, the variety of
educational and recreational
activities, and the affection
demonstrated by neighbor-
hood residents and long-
time donors. However, that
statement is not enough
to capture the relationship

between the park and its
community; a heart does
not beat by itself.

A vital heart depends
on the quality of support
within the overall organism,
in this case, the community
itself. There is a reciprocal
relationship: the commu-
nity nurtures and cultivates
the Park, while the Park
improves our health, our
lives, and our community.

Whether the need is for
hands to weed and plant,
organizers of special events,
experts to lead tours, people
with the skills and experi-

ence to set policies, manage
budgets, or carry out fund-
raising, there are neighbors
who are willing to provide
the labor and the time to
get it done. While each
brings different experiences
and skill sets to Carl Schurz
Park Conservancy, there are
certain motivating factors
shared by all that help to
explain their loyalty.

The first is the close
physical connection with
the Park. Most volunteers
live nearby and use the Park
regularly. They may be dev-
otees of the out of doors,

horticultural buffs, exercise
enthusiasts, retired profes-
sionals, bird watchers, or
simply neighbors seeking
to work in “their backyard”.
For these volunteers, caring
for the Park is a personal
issue and one that gives
them great satisfaction.
Many of our volun-
teers have a strong sense of
civic responsibility and the
desire to be a part of some-
thing important and mean-
ingful. Quite a few of them
are also involved with other
not-for-profit organizations

... continued on page 4
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Earth Da’

fter more than two years

of cancelled program-
ming, Carl Schurz Park Con-
servancy is proud to inaugurate
the 2022 season with Every
Day is Earth Day. This self-
guiding, interactive outdoor
exhibit will invite visitors to
learn about park ecosystems
and the Conservancy’s role in
ensuring the park’s long-term
health and sustainability.

The exhibit, to open on
April 23rd, will be accom-
panied by a park-wide
event from 1-4 p.m. which
will include activities for all
ages and special projects for

children.

discover aspects of our fasci-

Participants  will
nating worlds above and below
ground. Experts will be on hand
to discuss topics such as birds,

2022
Conservancy Launches First
Earth Day Celebration

pollinating  insects, fungi,
lichen, and native plants and
trees. In addition, one of our
Earth Day partners, the Bil-
lion Oyster Project (BOP)
will host demonstrations of
oyster cage monitoring at the
ferry dock adjacent to the
North Lawn.

The Every Day is Earth
Day initiative is an exciting
opportunity for the Conser-
vancy to promote a deeper
understanding of the park.
The exhibit, which will
remain up through the sum-
mer, will allow neighbors, vis-
itors, and school groups alike
to learn about the value of
this environmental asset and
gain insights regarding the
benefits of urban greenspaces.

Conservancy Volunteers, from page 3
throughout the city. The wish to connect, to make a dif-
ference, to be helpful, is at the forefront.

Another aspect is the quality of the relationships
formed between CSPC volunteers. These relationships,
some developed over decades, create a framework for
sharing responsibilities, learning together, and solving
problems.

They provide the gratifying feeling of being part of
a group dedicated to a common cause. The Park is more
than a meeting place for volunteers—it offers the foun-
dation for becoming part of a network of colleagues and
friends who have joined forces to improve a beloved park.

In recent years, as environmental issues have become
a priority and the benefits of greenspace and nature rec-
ognized, our group has responded with renewed vigor.
Many volunteers are working to make the park’s ecosys-
tem healthier, more resilient, and more beneficial to wild-
life. The results have proved to be inspiring—sounds of
life and vitality abound within the Park proper.

Whatever the reason for different volunteers’ involve-
ment, the results are manifest in all areas of the Conser-
vancy’s work. Essential functions and public programs
would be greatly diminished without such dedicated and
talented people. It is a privilege to have so many who
assume responsibility for countless activities and routine
tasks, who do not seck individual recognition but work
diligently behind the scenes and who show up no matter
the weather or the season. They may be volunteers, but no
group is as serious about their mission or is as devoted to
their work. They keep our community’s heart strong, sea-

son after season and year after year.
We salute them for all they do!

4 www.carlschurzparknyc.org
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Beyond Caring for the Par

Breeana George

Horticultural Manager
inger Holton and Dianne
Weisheit-Olenick ~ have

been volunteering with Carl
Schurz Park Conservancy for
decades. Ginger has a very active
role in recycling the neighbor-
hood’s holiday trees at Mulchfest
and helps spread much of the
Christmas tree mulch every year.
Clearly, she is attracted to heavy
lifting! Dianne is one of our
Zone Gardeners with a gorgeous
flower bed on the Esplanade and
is on the Gardening Committee.
Clearly, she enjoys organizing
and managing. For both, civic
responsibility is high on their list
of priorities. However, for these
two, community service doesn’t
stop at Carl Schurz Park.

For over a decade, Dianne
and Ginger have been working
with other non-profit organi-
zations geared towards helping
homeless animals. Their shared
love for these creatures brought
them together in the park where
they bonded while dragging
trees for Mulchfest. At any
given time, you might find them
working at the ASPCA, the
ACC (the citys Animal Care
Center) or The Washington
Heights Cat Colony. They have
had an enormous impact on the
lives of countless displaced and
discarded animals.

Diannes love for animals
came naturally as her father was
a veterinarian. Over the years,
she has worked primarily with

cats and opens her home to fos-

ter when the shelters become
overwhelmed. Fostering kittens
is particulardly demanding as
they must be bottde fed around
the cdock. Her own adopted
cats help socialize the orphans
although sometimes Dianne
will need to spend hours at a
time comforting them in a quiet
space.

Ginger has great experience
working with shelter dogs and,
through the years, has adopted
several. She was lucky enough to
have her last pup for 16 yearsand
continues to work at the shelters
in honor of him. Working with
larger dogs comes easy to her as
she grew up with Shepherds and
Huskies. You can often find Gin-
ger in the park walking and accli-
mating newly rescued dogs.

Ginger has also driven
around the country on emer-
gency rescue missions to help
transport dogs from overcrowded
shelters to shelters where chances
of adoption are high. On one
occasion, she co-piloted a van
with 40 pups from Alabama to
Wisconsin where they were all
adopted within the month!

Recenty, a large contribu-
tion was made to Card Schurz
Park Conservancy in honor of
Ginger and Dianne by a fellow
animal lover who knew how
much the park meant to them.
They were so touched to have
inspired such a meaningful gift.

Clearly, on the ground or in
the shelters, these two represent
volunteerism and humanity at
its best!

Above: Ginger Holton
Below: Dianne Weisheit-Olenick
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Photos by Jay Zeeman
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Schurz Park: A Birding Hotspot

3 Species
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GuLL

ornell University’s popular eBird app, the park has been designated
pot for birding. These photos were taken in the park and represent
sht of the 143 bird species documented there so far. To learn more,
Bird.org and search for Carl Schurz Park. You can even download a

st and see how many birds you can find next time you visit.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT :

Carl Schurz Park Conservancy is grateful to all those who made a contribution between

$50,000 and above
Donald A. Pels Charitable Trust

Pat and Peter Nadosy
The Winston Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
Joan Haffenreffer Bartsch

and David Bartsch
Larry and Judy Howard
Ora Smith*

$15.,000 to $24,999
Holly Meeker Rom
Fiona and Eric Rudin

Clare and Jerry Thomas

$10,000 to $14,999

Fritz Beshar and Peter Lehner
Thia Breen and Laurie Dowley
Kit Howard

Larry and Mary McCaffrey
Donald M. Roberts

Marvin and Mimi Sandler

Emily and James Satloff
Douglas and Monica Taylor
Carla and Roland Villacorta

000 to 999
Sandye Berger
JP Connolly
Thomas and Miriam Farmakis
Celeste Ford and Fredric Leopold
Robert E Gossett, Jr.
Susan Heide
Lisa and Philip Latcholia
Albert Leonetti

and Ruth Anna Carlson
Claire and Chris Mann
Mary and Garrett Moran
Carol Nehring
Barbara and Thomas O’Connor
Maurine Packard
Louise Radin

and Leonard Kreynin
‘Walter and Diantha Schull
Estelle Irene Young, M.D.
Jillian and J.L. Zrebiec

January 1, 2021 and December 31, 2021. Without your vital support, our efforts

at improving the park would be greatly diminished.

‘Nancy Har

and Luciana Vieira
Barney and Julia Hallingby
Ed and Caroline Hyman
Peter Jacoutot
Lucia Kellar
Kim Konigsberg
Daniel Kozikowski
Lorraine Li
Margaret Mellon

Hitchcock Foundation
Maureen Moreau
Kenneth and Ellen Roman
Lise Scott and D. Ronald Daniel
Barbara and Kenneth Seplow
Melissa and Stephen Shapiro
Theresa and John Sprague
Begum and Will Taft
Anne Alexis Coté Taylor
Brett J. Vottero

Our deepest gi:ati;u

for their inspired generosity to Carl

$2,500 to $4,999 Deborah Miller Zabel

Paul Baranay and William D. Zabel

Dr. Galit Ben-Joseph (1) Anonymous

Evelyn Benjamin

Brook Berlind $1,000 to $2,499

Lisa and Dick Cashin Ellen Agress

Rachel Epstein Eric Altmann

Diane Fisher Doug and Elena Atkin

FJC-A Foundation of Marion Bachrach
Philanthropic Funds and Jonathan Siegfried

Dolly and Jack Geary Mitchell and Ronda Benson

Stephen Grambling Deborah Berke

and Peter D. McCann, M.D.
Stan and Susan W. Bernstein
Sandy and Linda Boothby
Megan Brody Chernin

and Peter Chernin
Dr. Florence Comite
Kenny and Alex Creed
Susan and Greg Danilow
Degnan Family Foundation
Beth Rudin DeWoody
John and Jodie Eastman
Elizabeth and Anthony Enders
Jose W. Fernandez
Susan Ferris
Ashley Garrett and Alan Jones
Mary Salinger Glucksman
John and Kiendl Gordon
Sarah Gould and David Steinhardt
Ellen K. Halsted

Richard and Patricia Jay
Pamela Jones
Jennifer Kasmin
Janice Kim and Sammy Suzuki
Amy Kuhn and Stuart Rosow
Joseph and Barbara Lane
Suydam Lansing
Andrew Lerner
Meghan and Trevor Magyar
Margaret and Charles Nastro
Karen J. Nelson
Patty and Peter Paine
Ali and Tan Rorick
Pam and Scott Schafler
Gregg and Lisa Schenker
Jeffrey and Cari Schnipper
Ira and Jody Schwartz
Juliet and Nigel Sharrock
Katerina and Robert Shaw
Bill and Fay Shutzer
Deborah Siegel
Moses Silverman

and Betty Robbins
Margaret J. Smith
Karen Stark
Ranjan and Chandrika Tandon
Mary and David Tobin
John and Louisa Troubh
Susan Tucker
Monica and Andrew Vogelstein
Mandy and Noel Volpe
Kathy Walsh and Gene Bernstein
Dianne Weisheit-Olenick

and Louis Olenick
Mariana and Michael Weiss
Paul Anthony Yannolo
Salvatore J. and Patricia Zizza
Lizzie Eder Zobel

and Jaime Zobel de Ayala

$500 to $999
Kathleen Arffmann
Renee Ascher
Ellen Asher
Terri Asiel
Kenneth Barkoff

and Denise Caplane

8  www.carlschurzparknyc.org
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Caitlyn Bazemore
Mark Bintinger

and Karen Schwichtenberg
Cathy A. Blake
Donald and Susan Brant
Thomas and Inbal Brener
Pat and Stanley Brilliant
Nancy Bronstein

and Joseph Sponholz
Peter Buffington
Pam Butler
Jill Byatt
Mario and Carolyn Cibelli
Kim Cook and Mark Mahoney
Brenda and Tom Curnin
Philip Cusick
Bettina and Brian Decker
Robin Dibner
Carol E. and David A. Domina
Dorian’s Seafood Market
Thomas and Claudia Eff
Joseph and Barbara Ellis
Robert Fagenson
Suzanne Fawbush

and Chris Grisanti
Barbara Feigin
Linda and Harold Friedman
Monica Gaffney
Katherine Gibson

and Charles Cowing
Timothy and Karen Goodell
Donna Hakim
Carol J. Haley
Evelyn Halpert
Francine Le Roux Haskell

and John H.E Haskell, Jr.
Vivian Hedges
Betty and Ed Heilman
Molly and David Helfet

Eleanor and Leigh Hoagland
Risa Honig
Russel Huang
John J. Huber, TII
Karen and Peter Jakes
Thomas and Simi Kahn
Lynn Kearney
Marc Klahr
Steven Klugman

and Mary Faucher
Judith Krassner
Joel Kurtzberg
Elizabeth and Robert La Blanc
Peter Lang
Anne Marie Macari
Allan and Janet Mantel
Martin L. Markowitz
Stephen

and Carolyn McCandless
Steve and Dorian Mecir
Mary E Miller
Susan Milsom
Linda Lachman Mitchell
Thomas Morris
Eileen Murphy
Thomas and Lisa Newell
David and Melanie Niemiec
Bill B. Perillo
Susan Porter
Dennis Powers
Kathryn Quigley
Alison and Scott Ramsey
Rama B. Rao

and Eleanor L. Thomas
Susan and Steven Rautenberg
Ellen Rosen

Xiomara and Charlie Scheidt
Beth Schlansky

Barry Seager

Kate Seib-Keenan

and Eoghan Keenan
Anne P. Sidamon-Eristoff
Sharon D. Smith
Ward and Carolyn Smith
Matthew and Priscilla Snyder
Ronald Straci
Steven Weissman
Mary Susan Wilberding
Nancy Young and Paul Ford
(2) Anonymous

$250 to $499
Rebecca and Alberto Acosta
Peter and Alice Alderman
Carlton R. and Florence Asher
Eric Bederman
Gary and Shari Belitz
David and Charlotte Blechman
Loraine Boyle
Susan and David Bressman
Heleen Brody and Jeffrey Lang
Jim and Joan Burke
Nancy and Ronald Carr
Jane Chirurg
Lisa Colby-Jones

and Gerald Paul Jones
Jeff and Connie Collier
Robert and Diane Cummings
Linda DeCherrie
Eugene DePasquale

and Agatha Nody
Antonia Derezeas
Carla and Frank DeSimone
Dick and Barbara Detwiler
Madeline A. Devaney
Stanley J. Dusek
Janice and Bruce Ellig
Mrs. William M. Evarts, Jr.

&

Linda Fairstein

and Michael Goldberg
Michael and Beth Fascitelli
Marilyn and Bob Fassberg
Amy and Howard Feller
Robin Feuerstein
Sandra Lotz Fisher
Rocky and Sarah Fishman
Sharon Flescher
Barbara Frankfurt
Freeman-Harrison Family Foundation
Colleen Frey
Lawrence and Alice Friedland
Fay Gambee
Bradley Gardiner
Suzette Garofano
Jean and John Geater
Anatole and Nancy Gershman
Michael Ghitelman
Roz Goldberg
John and Katherine Gontijo
Richard E.

and Patricia Dunn Grey
Stuart and Joan Gross
Judith and Morton E. Grosz
Nimet Habachy
Nina Henderson
John and Felicia Hendrix
Mary Henry
Janet Hoover
Bonnie L. Howard

and Charles M. Charrow
Don Ihde and Linda Finhorn-Thde
Bob and Sue Kamm
Renee N. Khatami
Arnold and Nina Kling
Brendan Koeth
Marsha Krinsky
Mary Claire and Chris Lagno

www.carlschurzparknyc.org 9
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Alfred and Carol Landess

Ira and Ruth Langer

Mari Langer

Rebekah and Alex Lawrence

Peter Levenson and Pamela Sweeney
Susan Lewis and Scott Brodie
Toni and Ken Liebman

Frances Lippa and Frederick Rohn
Greta G. Loomis

James and Amira Luikart

Dr. Karen Mackler

Jeanne and Joseph Mazzetti

Karen E. McCabe

Joanne and Daniel McCluskey
Sage Mchta and Michael Robinson
John and Amy Melican

Ann Meschery

Kazie Metzger and John C. Harvey

VOILUNT]

Charles and Sally Morgan
Whitney and Clarke Murphy
Lynne Neave
David Neft
Janice and Yoji Nimura
Michael and Elena Patterson
Barry and Liz Pearson
Emily and Robert Peruzzi
Robert and Daphne Philipson
Jason and Julie Pike
Anthony and Susana Piscitiello
Fredi Pomerance
Carol Quinn
Daniel L. Rabinowitz

and Ann E Thomas
Judith and Bruce Rich
Neil Roman
Jonathan Rozoff

~ERS IN AC

Julie and Rick Ruvkun
Brendan and Jill Ryan
Stephen Sachman
and Alexia Quadrani Sachman
Cynthia Saiah
Robin Cindy Sanderson
Brenda Sauer
Diane Schoenthal
Judith and Leslie Schreyer
Sue Schwartz and Howard Muchnick
Annie Small and Michael Colangelo
Anne Townley Smith
Bea Soong
Graham and Marieke Spence
Margaret Sullivan
David and Melite Sweet
Bonnie Uslianer

and Rick Lepsinger

7

[TON!

Eugen and Roxana Vartolomei
Emily and Thomas Vitale
Yuka Wakino R
Karin Waldbrand

Nancy Ann Ward

Arete Warren

Jane and Robert Watson
Lenore M. Weber

Mary Wheeler

Gilbert Wise

Kathy and Tim Wright

And over 375 contributors whose
donations of $1 to $249 totaled
more than $31,494.

*Deceased
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Carl Schurz Park Conservancy
Event Calendar 2022

Volunteer Days
June 11
September 17
October 15 Summer Sounds
November 12 Open-Air Concerts
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
East End Ave. Chuck Braman Quartet
at 86" Street Wednesday, July 13
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The 48th Annual Halloween Howl
Advance Registration John Finley Walk at the Gracie Square and Healthy
Required top of 86th St. staircase. Art Show Hound Fair
Saturday and Sunday, Sunday, October 23
September 10 and 11 12 noon to 3:00 p.m.
Steve Shaiman and 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Rain date October 30)
Swingtime Big Band! East End Avenue Basketball/Hockey Court
Wednesday, July 20 Jfrom 84" to 88" St. at 84th St.and
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. (Rain or shine) Jobn Finley Walk
. ﬁ ‘ John Finley Walk at the WWW.gsasnyc.org
L top of 86th St. staircase.
Earth Day Harvest Festival Holiday
Celebration Sunday, October 16th Tree Lighting
Saturday, April 23 1:00 p.m to 3:00 p.m. Sunday, December 4
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Playground at 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Throughout the park 84th St. and (Rain, snow or shine)
: —— Peter Pan Walk East End Ave.
o SR (Rain or shine) at 86th St.

Sunset Films

Babe
. Wednesday, August 3
Sunset
' L) — Basketball/Hockey
ual Plant “Sale” Court at 84th St.
Saturday, May 14
9:30 a.m. to Encanto
4:30 p.m. Wednesday, August 10
(Rain date May 15) Sunset
East End Ave. Basketball/Hockey
at 86" Street Court at 84th St.

www.carlschurzparknyc.org 11
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HOW TO DONATE

Donate Online

For online donations, visit www.carlschurzparknyc.org

Please mail your gift to:

Carl Schurz Park Conservancy

1483 York Avenue, #20523, New York, NY 10075
212-459-4455

Matching Gifts
If your employer matches gifts, please follow their matching
gift protocol to initiate the match; we will complete the process

to multiply your support.

Planned Giving: Peter Pan Society
Please consider including the Conservancy as a beneficiary of
your estate by joining our Peter Pan Society. You may call our

office to speak with us.
Stock Gifts

For instructions on how to donate stock to CSPC, please call

or e-mail our office.

Printer Jim Ayers, www.ayersco.com

This publication and its mailing materials are recyclable.

Carl Schurz Park Conservancy Mission Statement

The mission of Carl Schurz Park Conservancy is to restore and beau-
tify Carl Schurz Park, complementing the efforts of the New York City
Department of Parks and Recreation. Our goal is to enhance the pub-
lic’s enjoyment and involvement in the Park. The Conservancy orga-

nizes volunteers to execute its projects and Sponsors community events

that are open to all.

Board of Directors

Judy Howard, Chair
Larry McCaflrey, Vice-Chair
Pat Nadosy, Vice-Chair
Louise Radin, Treasurer
Diantha Schull, Secretary
Janice Brunner

JP Connolly

Susan Heide

Dan Kesten

Lisa Latcholia

Claire Mann

Barbara O’Connor
Marvin Sandler

Clare Thomas

Roland Villacorta

Jillian Zrebiec

Patrick K. McCluskey

Executive Director
Ann Meschery

Director of Public Events
Breeana George

Horticultural Manager
Banford Weissmann

Master Gardener
Jessica Goetz

Operations Associate
Gavilén Longino

Cartage Supervisor

Contact Us:
212-459-4455
patrick@carlschurzparknyc.org
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