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You don’t have to walk very far in our neighborhood 

to find a new building under construction. As the sky-

line gets taller and Yorkville becomes more densely popu-

lated, Carl Schurz Park’s natural open landscape will become 

increasingly valuable—and not just to us and our quality of 

Above: Monarch caterpillar on milkweed; right: pollinating milkweed.

Building Our Wildlife Corridor
life. Birds and pollinators will depend on the park more than 

ever, whether they live here year-round or pass through on 

their migratory journeys. Our park is an important link in a 

regional habitat corridor that may be crucial to entire species 

of wildlife.  

What does proper stewardship of the park’s green spaces 

look like? One of the most important things we can do is to 

restore and maintain wildlife habitats that provide food and 

shelter for birds, pollinators and insects. Most of the plants 
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For New York City residents the 

stimulation, excitement and din 

of urbanity make public parks vitally 

important. These green spaces, 

available to city dwellers of all walks 

of life, provide a restorative spot 

amidst the great concrete “desert.”

Over the years, Carl Schurz 

Park Conservancy has focused on 

carving out as much usable space 

as possible. We have a children’s 

playground, basketball and hockey courts, two dog runs, 

over a dozen lawns and many beautiful display and wood-

land gardens. The park grounds have become cleaner and 

greener with something for everyone to enjoy.

Now we are focused on extending this inclusivity to our 

avian and insect friends. 

For decades the park was filled with non-native plants.  

We quickly found that not all plants are created equal. Yes, 

they were green and possibly even adorned with flowers and 

fruit but they provided no critical food source or habitat for 

our native avian and insect population.

In recent years, and with an eye towards sustainabil-

ity, we have been planting more natives which require less 

maintenance. The impact this has had on birds and insects is 

clear—the numbers and types of birds observed are on the 

rise as are monarch and bee sightings. As was pointed out 

to us by a professional ornithologist on a recent tour of our 

park, what we are doing may make the difference between 

life and death for these creatures.

In this edition of Park Notes we will highlight how the 

park has become a haven for more than people and pets.  

We will discuss recent improvements which have resulted 

in Carl Schurz Park becoming a true urban “oasis.” We are 

thrilled with the progress that’s been made and we hope you 

will join us in the excitement. ■

Judy Howard

Chair, Board of Directors

Please, Sit Down 
and Stay for a While

At the end of last year the Conservancy undertook and 

completed another wave of bench restoration; our most 

ambitious to date. All of the old deteriorated benches lining 

the long walkway west of the playground were refurbished.

The beauty of the new benches belies their true value.  

Unlike their painted counterparts, these will require little to no 

maintenance and will not, over time, rot and become unstable.

So, the next time you find yourself in the southern end 

of Carl Schurz Park, please relax, sit down and stay for a 

while. It’s the perfect opportunity to experience the sights 

and sounds of our increasing bird and insect populations! ■

Chairperson’s Letter
Patrick K. McCluskey 
named Executive Director

The Carl Schurz Park Conser-

vancy Board of Directors is 

excited to announce that Patrick 

K. McCluskey has been appointed 

as the new Executive Director. Pat-

rick’s administrative and interper-

sonal skills make him the perfect 

choice to lead the organization 

into the future.

Hired four years ago as the 

Director of Operations, Patrick has 

shown himself to be highly effec-

tive in implementing and overseeing the Conservancy’s many 

operations and programs. We are confident that he will be 

successful in helping Carl Schurz Park Conservancy fulfill its 

mission for years to come. ■ 
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Brenda Sauer and Sam Schmidt are 

the dynamic duo of Dog Runs, and 

over the past 15 years have been the 

leading force behind the beloved annual 

Halloween Howl. As the event contin-

ues to grow, Executive Director Patrick 

McCluskey sat down with the two to ask 

them about their experiences and why 

the work is so easy to love. Kenny Creed

Lend a Paw, or a Hand — Gain a Friend! 
A Community of Friendship

PM: First, tell me a little bit about 

how you came to the Upper East  

Side, and how you learned about the 

Conservancy?

BS: I moved here because of my work 

at New York Hospital and have spent 

over 32 years in the neighborhood. I got 

to know the Conservancy through the 

Dog Run. I got a dog and we’d walk 

in the park. Back then the Dog Run 

was just wire fence and post and rocks 

and I got involved through the dog run 

cleanup days. Because of that I met a 

huge amount of people. That was about 

20–25 years ago now! 

SS: I’ve been in the area for 20 years 

as my family owns an apartment in the 

neighborhood. But all of my life I’ve 

been in New York in about a 25 block 

radius of the Upper East Side. I really 

like East End Avenue because it is so 

peaceful and neighborhood-y

I also got to know the Conservancy 

through using the Dog Runs with my 

dogs, and with clients’ dogs. That’s 

how I met [former Executive Director] 

David Williams. I met most of the peo-

ple I know from the volunteers in the 

park, going to events and fundraisers. 

And I got roped into working an event 

and now I work the Howl.

PM: Tell me how you became the duo 

behind the Halloween Howl and the 

early days of the event.

SS: We were making improvements 

with the dog runs, doing fundraising 

and encouraging responsible dog own-

ership. The Howl was a good way to 

engage dog owners.

BS: Sam recruited me (she laughs). I 

volunteered for the Howl for a couple 

of years and it grew exponentially and 

eventually I got suckered into helping 

to run it. More laughter from both…

SS: My superpower is that no one says 

no to me!

BS: 15 years of the Howl—funny how 

much the event has changed. We used 

to sell raffle tickets for a dollar. It was 

a lot of fun. We would sit and our dogs 

would be there. My dog would be in 

the middle of the path and people 

would stop to pet him and then ask 

questions about the table and what we 

were out there for…

SS: People love a free table in New 

York. Animals ground us and connect 

us; we need more of that grounding and 

connection. People love to be involved 

in a group especially with animals.  

PM: Explain why the Dog Run 

volunteers are so important and 

how the Howl has grown.

SS: It is the nicest group of people. 

Working with the dog runs you will 

meet some of your closest friends. We 

have met with all the other volunteer 

groups in the Conservancy: Art Show 

people, Playground people, and Gar-

dening people. It really expands your 

horizons. It’s nice to keep seeing peo-

ple you recognize on the street and 

knowing you have to give yourself 

more time to get to places in the neigh-

borhood!

BS: It is a welcoming group and a 

quirky group. Some of my best friends 

I met through the Dog Run. We built a 

community, but we frequently include 

new members. We have gone through 

marriages, funerals, and births—all of it. 

When there is a problem or an issue the 

community, even those outside the dog 

run group, is there to support people in 

their good and bad times. So many peo-

ple came from the Dog Run and helped 

me out with my recent knee surgery.

We are very visible with the Howl 

because we are up there talking. The 

event has grown from 50 people to over 

a thousand people so we really need all 

the volunteers we can get. Every year 

we panic about people not showing up, 

or that no one will donate.   

Continued on page 13
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Ovenbird in hoop.

Sphinx Moth on nepeta.

Bee in asclepias. Ruby-crowned Kinglet.

we select for the park are native to this part of the coun-

try and support a wide variety of wildlife. Any non-native 

plant species need to serve a role in our stewardship strat-

egy, whether they produce fruit, nuts or seeds that birds like 

to eat, have flowers that attract pollinators or provide some 

type of habitat protection. In addition, the green spaces need 

to be sustainable. We can achieve this objective by picking 

the right plants for the right places. If a plant needs fewer 

resources and less maintenance, it has a better chance to sur-

vive and flourish.  

This year, we are continuing our work to create a natural 

woodland habitat along the perimeter of the park. The areas 

already renovated include the southern edge of the park 

along East 84th Street, and along East End Avenue from East 

84th to 87th Streets. Once ecologically sterile, unkempt and 

unremarkable, the perimeter is being transformed into a rich 

environment that is both beautiful and beneficial. Shrubs and 

trees that we have planted include juniper, shadbush, abe-

lia, viburnum, chokeberry, spiraea, mahonia, dogwood and 

persimmon, all of which meet our sustainability criteria. In 

the last several months, we have observed new avian visitors 

in the park, such as the yellow-bellied sapsucker, American 

redstart, tufted titmouse, ovenbird, white-breasted nuthatch 

and golden-crowned kinglet.  

Wildlife Corridor continued from page 1 Photos by Jeffrey B. Evans and Banford Weissman
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Bee in flower.

Mockingbird. Blue-winged wasp.

Yellow-rumped warbler.

Black swallowtail butterfly in sedum.

In addition, we are part of an informal East River “Mon-

arch Migration Corridor,” and have planted lots of milkweed 

to help nourish these butterflies on their journeys. The peren-

nials and self-sowing annuals that we plant attract swallowtail 

butterflies, sphinx moths, honeybees, bumble bees, blue-

winged wasps (non-aggressive wasps that eat grub worms!) 

and so much more.

Whenever you find yourself in Carl Schurz, take a moment 

to appreciate our priceless resource. While taking in the scen-

ery, keep your eye out for birds, bees and butterflies. You’ll 

be surprised to see how much life there is, sharing the bene-

fits of our beautiful park. ■ 
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Robin in Cotoneaster.

Above: hawk in London plane tree; below: Ruby-crowned Kinglet.

If you ever wonder who is nesting in 

Carl Schurz Park or who might be 

flying through on the way to differ-

ent climes, check out What’s In Flight, 

a new feature on our web site www.

carlschurzparknyc.org. To provide a 

more interactive park experience and 

in response to increasing demand, the 

Conservancy has created this seasonal 

“diary” of some of the birds and insects 

one might see in the park.  

It is written by Lucie Young, a 

highly regarded journalist, author, blog-

ger and bird enthusiast who treats us to 

a lyrical accounting of our avian visi-

tors, arresting photographic images and 

amusing anecdotes. To ensure accu-

racy, Lucie works closely with profes-

sional birders and scientists who have 

chosen birds and insects as their life’s 

work.  

We are particularly grateful to orni-

thologist Paul Sweet and entomologist 

Dr. Jerome Rozen from the American Museum of Natural History, Robyn Bailey 

from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Katie Leung of the NYC Parks Wildlife 

Unit as well as Audubon NYC and the Xerces Society. 

Keep your eyes on What’s in Flight this spring when Lucie plans to expand 

her coverage of our smaller winged friends—bees, butterflies and other benefi-

cial bugs.

What’s in Flight
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Individuals  

$50,000 and above

Donald A. Pels 
   Charitable Trust
Pat and Peter Nadosy

$25,000 to $49,999

Joan Haffenreffer Bartsch 
   and David Bartsch
Larry and Judy Howard
Lise Scott and 
   D. Ronald Daniel
Ora and Howard Smith
Anonymous (1)  

$15,000 to $24,999

Fiona and Eric Rudin
Anonymous (1)  

$10,000 to $14,999

Larry and Mary McCaffrey
Carla and Roland Villacorta

$5,000 to $9,999  

Sandye Berger
Lisa and Dick Cashin
JP Connelly
Amy Falls and 
   Hartley Rogers
Celeste Ford and 
   Frederic Leopold
Robert F. Gossett, Jr.
Susan Heide
Kit Howard
Ed and Caroline Hyman
Lucia Kellar and 
   David Baum
Jane and Arthur Lane
Lisa and Philip Latcholia

Thank You for Your Generous Support 
Carl Schurz Park Conservancy is grateful to all those who made a contribution between January 1, 2018 and December 31, 2018.  

Without your vital support, our efforts at improving the park and offering annual events would be greatly diminished.

Heartfelt thanks for hosting 
a spectacular evening for the 

2018 Party on the Park

The Brearley School

Claire and Chris Mann
Nina Mortellito
One Gracie Square Corp.
Louise Radin and 
   Leonard Kreynin
Marvin and Mimi Sandler
Ranjan and 
   Chandrika Tandon
Clare and Jerry Thomas

$2,500 to $4,999

John and Alexandra Amorosi
Evelyn Benjamin
Brook and Roger Berlind
LeeAnn and Jeff Black
Thomas and Marcia Borger
Samuel Butler
Casper Caldarola
John and Jodie Eastman
Ashley Garrett and 
   Alan Jones
Dolly and Jack Geary
Sandra and Laurence Gluck
Barney and Julia Hallingby
Elin Sue Hampton
Margaret Mellon Hitchcock 
   Foundation
Robert Israel
Mary Jenkins
Neil Johnson and 
   Michelle Russell Johnson

Joseph and Barbara Lane
Christopher and 
   Cathy Lawrence
Maureen Moreau
Evie Muller
Palladin Productions, LLC
Kenneth and Ellen Roman
Eric and Erica Schwartz
Bill and Fay Shutzer
Moses Silverman and 
   Betty Robbins
The Ruth and Vernon Taylor 
   Foundation 
Mandy and Noel Volpe
Kathy Walsh and 
   Gene Bernstein
Gretchen Wiker
Jillian and J.L. Zrebiec

$1,000 to $2,499

Eric Altmann
Doug and Elena Atkin
Steena Auchincloss
Marion Bachrach and 
Jonathan Siegfried
Stan and Susan W. 
   Bernstein
Fritz Beshar and 
   Peter Lehner
Susan and Donald Brant
Howard and Ellen Brecher

Florence V. Burden 
   Foundation
Kenny and Alex Creed
Susan and Greg Danilow
Degnan Family Foundation
Beth Rudin DeWoody
Judy Donahue and 
   Bruce Lafranchi
The Robert N. and 
   Nancy A. Downey 
   Foundation
Elizabeth and 
   Anthony Enders
Robert Fagenson
Michael and Beth Fascitelli
Jose W. Fernandez
The Raymond P. Ginther 
   and Marie M. Ginther 
   Charitable Fund
Ted and Hilary Giuliano
Global Foundation 
   for Humanity
John and Kiendl Gordon
David and Cari Grodner
Troy Halterman
Lesley Harrison
Betty and Ed Heilman
Russel Huang
Jamia Jasper and 
   Edward Silverstein
Pamela Jones
Amy Kuhn and 
   Stuart Rosow
Suydam Lansing
Albert Leonetti and 
   Ruth Anna Carlson
Roger and Florence Liddell
Leonard Majzlin
Reina Marin and 
   Emilio Bassini
Marsh and McClennan 
   Companies
Steve and Dorian Mecir

This year over 2000 bulbs were planted for the Hoop Garden display

{ }
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Kazie Metzger and 
   John C. Harvey
Phebe Miller
Whitney and 
   Clarke Murphy
Barbara Nessim and 
   Jules Demchick
Thomas and Lisa Newell
Virginie and 
   Ted Niedermayer
Claudia and Gunnar 
   Overstrom
Maurine Packard
Christine and Rodman 
   Patton
Lee and Nick Potter
Yvonne S. Quinn
Donald M. Roberts and 
   Mary Gordon Roberts
Amy and William 
   Rosenblum
Richard E. Salomon and 
   Laura Landro
Pam and Scott Schafler
Ruth Calvin Scharf
Lisa Schultz
Ira and Jody Schwartz
Juliet and Nigel Sharrock
Aaron and Joanna Sirulnick
Theresa and John Sprague
Rob and Cornelia Spring
Louise Stephaich
Elliot Sussman, M.D. and 
   Nancy Cromer-Grayson
Begum and Will Taft
Anne Alexis Cote´ Taylor
Mary and David Tobin
John and Louisa Troubh
Monica and Andrew 
   Vogelstein
Charles Wall
Marc and Giulia Weisman
Salvatore J. and Patricia 
   Zizza
Anonymous (1)  

$500 to $999

Karen and Lewis Altfest
Carlton R. and 
   Florence Asher
Ellen Asher
Terri Asiel
Deborah Berke and 
   Peter D. McCann, M.D.
Alan Bernstein
Ann and Joel Berson
Mark Bintinger and 
   Karen Schwichtenberg
Peter Buffington
Jennifer Cast
Mario and Carolyn Cibelli
Jeff and Connie Collier
Leslie and Jim Craige
Brenda and Tom Curnin
Andrew and Ellen 
   Dannenberg
Julie and Bob Daum
Bettina and Brian Decker
Dick and Barbara Detwiler
Carol E. and 
   David A. Domina
Thomas and Claudia Eff
Nicholas and Emily Elliot
Mrs. William M. Evarts, Jr.
Linda Fairstein and 
   Michael Goldberg
Suzanne Fawbush and 
   Chris Grisanti
Barbara Feigin
Lawrence and Alice 
   Friedland
Linda and Harold Friedman
Edward Scott Gilbert
Judith and Morton E. Grosz
Carol J. Haley
Ellen K. Halsted
Vivian Hedges
Janet and Michael E. 
   Hoover
Kit Jackson
Karen and Peter Jakes
Ali and Peter Jennison
Kristin and Howard 
   Johnson

Sara and Trevor Kirkbride
Steve Klugman and 
   Mary Faucher
Joel Kurtzberg
Mary Claire and 
   Chris Lagno
Ira and Ruth Langer
Laurie Ledford
Lawrence E. Lewis, III and 
   Alberto Gaitan, M.D.
Allison and Gabriel Libhart
Ann Lozman 
Meghan and Trevor Magyar
Martin L. Markowitz
Stephen and Carolyn 
   McCandless
Sage Mehta and Michael 
   Robinson
Mary Miller
Margaret and Charles 
   Nastro
Pam and Carl Navarre
Karen J. Nelson
David and Melanie Niemiec
Susan Porter
Dennis Powers
Victoria and Donald Rose
Julie and Rick Ruvkun
Wendy and Ian Sacks
Martin Satz
Michael Schler and 
   Joan McClure
Victoria Schonfeld
Elizabeth Schriever and 
   John Brandow
Walter and Diantha Schull
The Seiden Family
Katerina and Robert Shaw
Anne P. Sidamon-Eristoff
Margaret J. Smith
Sandy and Dan Stoller
Ronald Straci
Thomas R. and Bette Sturges
Peter and Margaret Sullivan
Emily and Thomas Vitale
Mary Kay Vyskocil
Dianne Weisheit-Olenick 
   and Louis Olenick

Mary Wheeler
Mary Susan Wilberding
Estelle Irene Young, M.D.
Mary Young
Nancy Young and 
   Paul Ford
Anonymous (4) 

$250 to $499

Rebecca and Alberto Acosta
Ellen Agress
Peter Alderman
Leo and Nicole Arnaboldi
Eric Bederman
Gary and Shari Belitz
Mitchell and Ronda Benson
Maureen Duffy Benziger
Vicky and Seth BerkeMeyer 
Loraine Boyle
Thomas and Inbal Brener
Susan and David Bressman
Heleen Brody and 
   Jeffrey Lang
Edward Buckley
Jean and Ordway Burden
Jim and Joan Burke
Jill Byatt
Lisa Colby-Jones
Peter and Faith Coolidge
Michael and Emily Corbi
Antonia Derezeas
Carla and Frank DeSimone
Richard and Francesca 
   Diamond
Robin Dibner
Gale Epstein
Marilyn and Bob Fassberg
Sandra Lotz Fisher
Sharon Flescher
William Freeland
Colleen Frey
Bradley Gardiner
Ellen Gendler and 
   James Salik
Katherine Gibson and 
   Charles Cowing

We have 25 volunteer Zone Gardeners who help maintain the gardens
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Richard E. and Patricia 
   Dunn Grey
Stuart and Joan Gross
Nimet Habachy
Anne and James Hanbury
Francine Le Roux Haskell 
   and John H. F. Haskell, Jr.
Dan and Nancy Hebert
John and Felicia Hendrix
Kenneth and Laura Higgins
Eleanor and Leigh 
   Hoagland
Risa Honig
The Honorable Robert 
   Horowitz and 
   Mrs. Marcia Horowitz
Bonnie L. Howard and 
   Charles M. Charrow
Karen and Jeff Hughes
Caroline Golden Ilberman 
   and Alan Ilberman 
Thomas and Simi Kahn
Eileen Koretz and 
   Joseph Giampaolo
Judith and Marshall 
   Krassner
Elizabeth and 
   Robert La Blanc
Terry and Tom Lamb
Alfred and Carol Landess
Rhona Landau and 
   Steven Weissman
Mari Langer
Peter Levenson and 
   Pamela Sweeney
Phyllis Levitin and James 
Shaw

Elizabeth Lewis
Toni and Ken Liebman
Greta G. Loomis
Anne Marie Macari
Christine A. MacLaughlin
Alan and Janet Mantel
Janet Mavec and 
   Wayne Nordberg
David W. Mayo
Jeanne and Joseph Mazzetti
Thomas Morris
Natural Resources 
   Defense Counsel
Lynne Neave 
David Neft
Robert and Anita Nelson
Janice and Yoji Nimura
Edward and Ellen Oelsner
Laura and Peter Onghena
Patty and Peter Paine
Carol and Nicholas 
   Paumgarten
Barry and Liz Pearson
Wendy and Willy Pfiffner
Coles H. Phinizy, Jr. and 
   Carol Nehring
Jill Pliskin and John 
   Steinberg
Daniel L. Rabinowitz and 
   Ann F. Thomas
Judith and Bruce Rich
Ellen Rosen
Jonathan Rozoff
Brendan and Jill Ryan
Suzanne Sanders

Sue Schwartz and 
   Howard Muchnick
Dan Schwarzkopf
Matthew and Priscilla 
   Snyder
James G. Stark
Nancy and Mitchell Steir
David and Melitte Sweet
John Y. Taggart
Doria Tenca
Jonathan Vapnek
Ray and Susan Volpe
Nancy Ann Ward
Arete Warren
Dr. Monica and 
   Mr. Andrew Weinberg
Anonymous (2)  

Our thanks to over 390 
contributors whose 
donations of $1 to $249 
totaled more than $31,500. 

Businesses

We’d like to express 
our appreciation to the 
following businesses and 
schools for their support: 

Animal Medical Center
Biscuits and Bath
The Brearley School
The Chapin School
Dorian’s Seafood Market
Insomnia cookies

Let’s Dress Up
The Lisa Maysonet Team 
   of Sotheby’s International 
   Realty
Ottomanelli Brothers
Park East Animal Hospital
Stella and Chewy’s LLC.
Sutton Animal Hospital
VCA Antech, Inc.
Weruva International, Inc.
Yura at Coleman’s Deli

And a very special 
thank you to:

Biscuits and Bath for 
donating Mutt Mitts for our 
two dog runs

The Brearley School for 
hosting our annual Party on 
the Park.

The Chapin School 
for hosting our annual 
Volunteer Appreciation Day.

Dorian’s Seafood 
Market for helping to 
underwrite our summer 
events.

insomnia cookies for 
their donation of cookies 
for our Sunset Films and 
Mulchfest events.

Yura for their donation 
of breakfast for the 
Gracie Square Art Show 
and goodies at the Sunset 
Film Festival.
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New Conservancy Horticulturist 
A Day in the Life of a Bee

My name is Breeana George, Bee 

for short, and I have been gar-

dening and experimenting with plants 

my whole life. When I was six, I tried 

to plant roasted sunflower seeds think-

ing they would germinate. We all know 

that didn’t happen. Instead of being 

discouraged, though, I became even 

more interested in the life of plants.

When I was 16, I started my first 

real job in horticulture as a Forest Res-

toration Intern for the Nature Consor-

tium in the west Duwamish Greenbelt, 

one of the last standing forests in the 

Seattle region. During this experience, 

I realized the importance of this type of 

job, and decided to pursue a degree in 

environmental studies.  

I graduated from South Seattle 

College with an Associate’s Degree 

in Applied Science and Horticulture.  

During my studies, I was fortunate to 

go to Ireland and learn about traditional 

gardening practices. After graduation, I 

had the pleasure of learning about plant 

merchandising, floral design, landscape 

management, green walls and planting 

mass display gardens for wealthy cli-

ents in Washington. But, let’s be honest, 

there is no place like New York City!

I moved to the Big Apple 4 years ago 

looking for a challenge. In 2015, I was 

hired by a conservancy on the Upper 

West Side. After becoming a senior gar-

dener, I felt it was time for a change.

Last year, Carl Schurz Park Con-

servancy hired me to be their first full-

time horticulturist. I feel like I’ve found 

my gardening home. From the very 

first day, I was overwhelmed with a 

sense of wholeness—like I had found 

the missing piece of a puzzle.

When I met the CSPC team—vol-

unteers, Zone Gardeners, dog walk-

ers and neighbors—I felt like I’d never 

experienced such welcoming, joyful 

people before. I also have the pleasure 

of working directly with the various 

contractors hired by the Conservancy 

as well as our helpful partners in the 

NYC Parks Department.

Now let me take you through a day 

in the life of a Carl Schurz Park Horti-

culturist:

Most days start with the same rou-

tine: I enter the park at 84th Street and 

scour the garden beds for rubbish and 

weeds and think of gardening proj-

ects. As I make my way toward John 

Finley Walk, I’m overcome by the sun-

rise glowing on the East River. Heading 

north on the Esplanade I make sure to 

check on the donor beds that sit at the 

top of the 86th Street stairs and our new 

cherry tree behind the Large Dog Run.  

I walk west to our tool shed near the 

87th Street entrance and gather a rake, 

perennial shovel, loppers and garbage 

bags. I also make sure I’m equipped 

with the gardening essentials—my hand 

pruners, folding saw, soil knife and of 

course, a wheelbarrow. 

Thursdays are my favorite day. I 

wake up knowing that I will be work-

ing with some of the most generous 

volunteers I’ve had the pleasure of 

spending time with—the Peter Pan 

gardeners. They meet every week to 

tackle the maintenance of the 1 acre 

site surrounding the Peter Pan Statue.  

These volunteers mean serious garden-

ing business!  

At 9 a.m. I already see one of our 

regular “early bird” volunteers moving 

through the bushes picking up beer 

cans and various other litter that seems 

to appear in this section of the park.  

After a quick chat, I make my way to 

the tool shed to grab equipment for the 

other Peter Panner’s who will be trick-

ling in soon.

On this particular Thursday our 

focus is pruning euonymus, one of the 

faster growing shrubs in the park, and 

raking leaves. We also work to remove 

debris from the stairs and drains. The 

leaves are put into the large compost 

bin and we toss the twiggy material 

into the woodland area to decompose.   

One of the volunteers gives me a 

time check and I can’t believe all of the 

work we have accomplished in just a 

few hours. I give my group a big thank 

you and a hug and send them on their 

way, until next Thursday. As they leave 

the park I head out to take on another 

one of the tasks involved in caring for 

a 15 acre public park.   

Continued on page 13

Last year, Carl Schurz Park Conservancy hired me to be their first 
full-time horticulturist. I feel like I’ve found my gardening home.
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skills to our midst, Diantha 

brings decades of experience in 

advisory and training services 

for museums, libraries, founda-

tions and nonprofits and spe-

cializes in the design of public 

programs, strategic planning 

and grantmaking.  

In Diantha’s own words, “I 

am delighted to have the oppor-

tunity to help sustain Carl Schurz 

Park. It is a jewel that nourishes so many different beings, 

including humans, and that provides a vital and beautiful 

contrast to the city beyond.” 

with 36,000 eggs, and our highly 

anticipated Harvest Festival and 

Hayride bring joy to all. It is said 

that among Barbara’s talents is 

being our local horse whisperer.  

With horses on the Esplanade, 

this is obviously a vital skill.

Barbara’s intimate knowledge 

of our playground and children’s 

activities and her background as 

a former Suffolk County Prosecu-

tor and NYC corporate attorney, brings an invaluable skill set 

to our Board.

We have over 750 trees in the park representing 153 species

New Board Members 

Diantha Schull, our newest board member is a recent 

implant, with her husband Walter, in our corner of the 

world. Here the Schull’s have found the green and relative 

quiet that they sought after decades downtown. They were 

on their way to live in Westchester so they could ‘touch dirt’ 

on a regular basis, but stopped in our neighborhood on the 

way and stayed.   

Diantha hit the ground running, well actually garden-

ing, soon after they arrived. She was quickly embraced by 

our large cadre of volunteer gardeners and recently assumed 

the responsibility for a zone garden of her own. Diantha has 

also tended plants at Central Park, the Highline and Hudson 

River Park.

In addition to bringing always welcome gardening 

Many years ago, when Barbara O’Connor first moved 

to NYC, she lived a little bit farther from Carl Schurz 

Park than she does now. But she ran over to the Park every 

day. She loved the green of the park, the blue of the river, 

and the fact that it was all just a short jog away. 

Then she married, and she and her husband moved even 

closer to the park and the river—and the playground. With 

the arrival of children, she added ‘playing in the playground’ 

to her list of daily activities. Then she met Lisa Latcholia, 

chair of the CSPC Playground Committee, which turned out 

to be a match made in heaven.  

These two dynamos have made magic in our park for 

children, parents, caregivers and grandparents alike with 

the special events they create. Our famous Easter Egg Hunt 

JP Connelly, an avid dog 

lover and CSPC volunteer, 

joined the Board last year. A 

third generation New Yorker, JP 

studied journalism at Fordham. 

After college, he spent twenty 

years running some of city’s fin-

est and most popular restaurants 

and studied with the American 

Sommelier Association. He cur-

rently manages Biscuits and Bath, a local business which 

provides for a dog’s and a dog owner’s every need. Out-

side of work and the Conservancy, JP also volunteers with 

the NYC Department of Youth & Community Development 

preparing young adults for the work force. JP is passionate 

about New York City and the preservation of its historical 

neighborhoods. He believes that we all have a responsibility 

to take an active role in our community.
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Carl Schurz Park Conservancy 
created The Peter Pan Society to 
honor those who include CSPC 
in their estate planning. Since 
we announced the creation of 
The Peter Pan Society, we have 
had numerous neighbors join 
by advising us of their plans 
to include Carl Schurz Park 

Conservancy in their wills. These 
gifts will have a lasting impact 
on the Conservancy’s ability 
to continue to maintain and 

improve our park. In many cases, 
this planning magnifies many 
years of steady generosity to 

the Conservancy.

“Your gift, like Peter Pan, 

will keep our park forever young.”

Ken Roman

I start on a project I wait for patiently every year—forsythia pruning! I 

love pruning these goofy delicate monsters in spring right after the cheery 

yellow flowers have faded.  

First, I select one of the large forsythia shrubs near 86th Street and look 

for the oldest canes of wood. I use a lopper to cut back the largest canes to 

4 inches above the ground. A park patron stops by and thanks me for doing 

such a great job. True satisfaction! One forsythia down, many more to go. I 

make sure I have a plan for all of my debris so I’m not stuck with an over-

whelming mound at the end of the day.

A group of preschoolers walks by with their teachers and I see them 

admiring my shiny tools and wheelbarrow. I smile big for them and point out 

the forsythia’s new haircut. I’m sure the children are oblivious to my detailed 

pruning work but I’m thrilled with the result. I prune my way through seven 

more shrubs and realize it’s almost the end of my work day.  

On my way back to the shed to put my tools away I get stopped by a 

dog walker alerting me to a hawk near the Peter Pan Circle. I’m very thank-

ful for the tip and make sure to check it out before leaving. It didn’t take but 

a minute to find this gorgeous winged creature. After snapping a picture for 

documentation, I head back to the office to share the highlights of my day 

with my colleagues. Then I wash up and head home, tired but happy after 

a truly rewarding day. ■

New Conservancy Horticulturist… continued from page 11

Lend a Paw... continued from page 3

SS: We both panic about the same things every year. That somehow no one 

heard about it this year, or there won’t be any costumes.

BS: The Howl keeps growing, and as more people come to the neighbor-

hood more people show up to all of our events. Like at the Holiday Tree 

Lighting we’re out to the street, or how we fill the basketball court for 

movie night. With these events getting bigger and bigger we need more 

volunteers.

SS: With the bigger events it really helps to have good volunteers to provide 

the structure to make sure the event works. The neighborhood is getting bus-

ier, and there are many buildings that are dog friendly which will be good 

and bad. Fostering responsible ownership is an important part of what we do

BS: We need to learn we all share the park—the people who have the dogs, 

the gardening people, the kids, the exercisers, etc. We all need to be respon-

sible and coexist.

As we prepare for another wonderful year of family and pet friendly events, 

we would love your help! Contact us to donate your time or your financial 

support. Our friends are the ones that make everything we do possible! ■
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Aphids are known best for their destructive habits and 

can be a gardener’s worst nightmare. They are a very 

suck-sessful insect and feed on sap, creating an open invi-

tation for disease to spread, often leaving the host plant dis-

figured or dead.

Aphids secrete a natural “honey dew” that causes sooty 

mold and makes infected areas sticky. If you’ve ever parked 

your car under a tree and found your windshield covered in 

sticky spots you’ve been hit with aphid honeydew.

What is fascinating is that certain ant species farm aphids 

for that exact honeydew. It is full of sugars that ants love to 

consume and they take great pains to make sure their aphids 

produce as much as possible.

The ants start by bringing aphid eggs back to their nest 

to over-winter. In spring, once the aphids hatch, the ants 

bring them to host plants to begin work. The ants milk the 

magic honeydew from the aphids by stroking their pear 

shaped bodies with their antennae. To ensure the aphids 

A Focus on Bugs 
Ant falls in love with Aphid

don’t break free or get eaten by predators the ants carry them 

back to their nests every night, feeding them and keeping 

them warm, until morning when they start the process anew.  

Talk about a commute!

Scientists have discovered that the dairying ants will go 

to extremes to keep their captives working by tearing off the 

wings of maturing aphids so they can’t fly away. Ants are 

fierce protectors and will attack if they feel their aphid crop 

is in danger and have been documented destroying ladybug 

larvae, a well-known aphid predator.

Aphids date back almost 200 million years but you can 

still find this action in Carl Schurz Park. From late spring 

through summer look for them in our butterfly inspired gar-

dens on the Esplanade. Have fun investigating! ■

Breeana George, Horticulturist

Carl Schurz Park Conservancy

An ant herding aphids.
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Summer Sandbox Series
Tuesday, August 6, 13, 20 & 27
4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m
Playground at 84th St.

The 47th Gracie Square 
Art Show
Saturday and Sunday, 
September 7 and 8
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
East End Avenue from 
84th to 88th St.
www.graciesquareartshow.
info (Rain or shine)

Harvest Festival
Saturday, October 12
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
(Rain date October 13)
Playground at 84th St. 
and John Finley Walk

Halloween Howl and 
Healthy Hound Fair
Sunday, October 20 
12 noon to 3:00 p.m. 
(Rain date October 27)
Basketball/Hockey Court 
at 84th St. and John Finley Walk

Holiday Tree Lighting
Sunday, December 8 
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
(Rain, snow or shine)
East End Ave. at 86th St.

Carl Schurz Park Conservancy Event Calendar 2019

Volunteer Gardening Day
February 9
March 9
April 13
May 18
June 15
September 14
October 12
November 16

Plant “Sale”
Saturday May 11
Rain date Sunday May 12
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
East End Avenue at 86th Street 

Make Music New York
Friday, June 21
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
City-wide concert series
Celebrate the first day of 
summer! In collaboration 
with Manhattan Borough 
President, Gale Brewer 
John Finley Walk at the top 
of the 86th St. staircase

Summer Sounds
Open Air Concert Series
Mitch Froman and the Latin 
Jazz Quartet
Wednesday, July 10
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
John Finley Walk at the top of 
the 86th St. staircase
Steve Shaiman 
and Swingtime Big Band 
Their TENTH appearance!
Wednesday, July 24
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
John Finley Walk at the top of 
the 86th St. staircase 

Sunset Films
Tuesday, July 30
8:30 p.m.
Incredibles 2
Basketball/Hockey Court 
at 84th St.
Wednesday, August 7
8:30 p.m.
A League of Their Own
Basketball/Hockey Court 
at 84th St.

This year will mark 47 years of the Gracie Square Art Show  
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HOW TO DONATE
Donate Online
For online donations, visit www.carlschurzparknyc.org

Matching Gifts
If your employer matches gifts, please follow their 

matching gift protocol to initiate the match; we will 

complete the process to multiply your support. 

Planned Giving
Please consider including the Conservancy as a 

beneficiary of your estate. You may call our office  

to speak with us.

Stock Gifts
For instructions on how to donate stock, please call 

or e-mail our office.

Please mail your gift to:
Carl Schurz Park Conservancy 

1483 York Avenue, #20523, New York, NY 10075-1021 

212-459-4455

Carl Schurz Park Conservancy Mission Statement
The mission of Carl Schurz Park Conservancy is to restore 

and beautify Carl Schurz Park, complementing the efforts of 

the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation. Our 

goal is to enhance the public’s enjoyment and involvement in 

the Park. The Conservancy organizes volunteers to execute its 

projects and sponsors community events that are open to all.
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