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FACTS FOCUS
Maintaining Carl Schurz Park as it is today is essential, but it is not enough. 

Urban density, habitat loss, climate change, and species decline are all threats to the Park’s 
future.

With urgent global challenges at the forefront, we have shifted our focus to restore native 
habitat. By looking at the Park in this manner we will ensure its health and viability for future 
generations.

The loss of native plants threatens the 
balance of nature. 
Native plants improve the soil, attract pollinators 
and protect wildlife, contributing to a healthy 
environment. 

To address these challenges, the Conservancy:
• Replaces non-native plants with native plants.
• Uses more than 30 species of plants that 

produce some type of fruit or nut for birds.
• Creates gardens with native perennials and 

beneficial annuals, attracting pollinators.
• Increases habitat for insects, important for 

both pollinators and protein for birds.

Steps you can take to join in the effort:
•  No space is too small to establish biodiversity.
• Use native plants that have originated in your area.
• Keep lawns to a minimum as they are one of the 
   least beneficial habitats.
• Use no artificial fertilizers or pesticides.

FUTURE

Planting for Biodiversity

Ecological Diversity is critical for a habitable planet.

Natural networks connect ecosystems that support all forms of life. Without diversity, the balance of 
nature is thrown out of whack, allowing invasive species to take over.  Food becomes less available for 
all creatures.

Native plants are those that have existed naturally in a region over 
time. They have co-evolved with birds, animals and insects over 
thousands of years.

Native plants keep natural networks intact.

A diversity of these beneficial plants provides:
• Fruit, nuts, or seeds that are nutritious for birds. 
• Flowering plants with pollen and nectar that support pollinators.
• Year-round habitat for wildlife.
• The foundation for resilient underground networks of roots,    
       fungi and bacteria.

RED OAK 
(Quercus rubra)

This stately species may be the Park’s 
most important asset because it 
supports multiple natural networks. 
Hundreds of different types of insects, 
particularly caterpillars, live among 
its branches.

Caterpillars, the larval stage of various 
types of pollinators like moths and 
butterflies, feed on Oak leaves. Birds 
then feed on the caterpillars. In fact, 
caterpillars are a crucial source of protein for most birds. Because they are soft they make perfect meals for 
baby birds.  Currently the Park has 24 Oak trees.

SERVICEBERRY/SHAD 
(Amelanchier)

In early spring, this large shrub produces white flowers that are visited by native bees. Thanks to the bees, the 
fertilized flowers evolve into nutritional purple berries in summer that the birds eat. Serviceberries also have 
beautiful fall foliage, making them ideal native plants for gardens large and small.

REDBUD & 
MAYAPPLE

FOTHERGILLA ASCLEPIAS PHLOX & 
MUSCARI

CROCUS UVULARIA CRABAPPLE & 
PHLOX

DISCOVER MORE:

WATCH “LIVE FROM 
CARL SCHURZ PARK”:


