e
T
9
T
o
w
-
[5]
=
w
=
B
w
o
(o]
i

B Carl Schurz

Lo Conservancy

PARK NOTES

SPECIAL ISSUE SUMMER 2012

BUILDING FOR A LASTING CARL SCHURZ
PARK BELOW AND ABOVE GROUND

“Canrl Schurg Park has great bones” —Adrian Benepe, NYC Commissioner of Parks and Recreation
Jeffrey Evans’ detailed timeline of the history of Carl Schurz Park, The Little
Park on the River, chronicles the long life of the Park. Spanning centuries,
the story of Carl Schurz Park is the story of an urban oasis in progress.

A major marker in that story is the extensive renovation of the Park that
began in 1939. Along with many other City parks that had suffered serious
decline in prior decades, Carl Schurz benefited from a top to bottom
renovation, restoration and re-landscaping. While the partnership i e
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S LETTER

Looking ahead....

And now comes the hard part.

Ever since its inception, the Carl Schurz
Park Conservancy (previously the Associa-
tion) has conservatively shepherded its
funds. Like the flight's end comments by
your pilot from the cabin, the Conservancy
“knows you have many choices when it
comes” to supporting a nonprofit. We remain mindful of our mis-
sion. And what investments to make in your Park that we believe
you will value.
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Clearly, as the growth of your gifts and volunteerism indicate,
we have been doing something right. And, in your comments to
us, you like what you see when you visit ‘your front yard.’

Now, as articles in this issue of Park Notes demonstrate, the
Conservancy is focusing ahead on what we call the Park’s ‘hard-
scape.” As we continue our funding for the lawns, gardens, trees,
active areas and events, we are now looking at the long haul:
working with our partners in the NYC Department of Parks and
Recreation, and our elected officials, we have begun to identify
those critical features of this public park that have suffered decades-
long neglect. Read: stonework, drains, fencing. Compared to the
gardens and the lawns, these are the less visible, but hugely critical,
elements of the physical plant of Carl Schurz Park.

Or, the ‘hardscape.’ And, withal, the hard part.

It is going to take a steady hand to ensure that we maintain what
we have accomplished as we embark on this new phase of park
improvements. And that you, our generous friends, will help us
move ahead with these critical infrastructure renovations.

For the past year, Parks Department management has walked
with us, poked around with us, dug with us and surveyed with
us as we assess priorities, determine what is financially feasible
and what Parks and the City should do. And what we, as citizen
caretakers, can contribute.

We feel, now, that this is as it should be.

If, as it was once famously writ, the wise man builds his house
upon a rock then it could justifiably be said that your Conservancy
is on the right track in laying a new foundation for the secure
future of Carl Schurz Park.

Equally, we believe you, our donors and volunteers, are all the
wiser for supporting the Conservancy's endeavors. Clearly, the
proof is in the pudding.

And so we shall continue. As we have for decades past. And
will for decades to come.

A

David D. Williams

Executive Director

‘PRESS FIVE TO REACH

ROBERT ENGLEBRIGHT

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
MEG CLEARY’

k
Meg Cleary

In early May the Conservancy
welcomed its new, fulltime
Executive Assistant, Meg A.
Cleary to the Conservancy.
Joining us from the law firm of
Podell, Schwartz, Schecter and
Banfield LLE Meg was one of
over 200 regional applicants.

Meg's many responsibilities
range from the maintenance and
updating of the Conservancy’s
database, to assisting fundraising
campaigns and support of the
Conservancy'’s numerous

Park events.

“It didn’t take long for me to
realize what makes the Conser-
vancy such a success,” said Meg.

“In three words it’s ‘volun-
teers’, ‘volunteers’ and ‘volun-
teers’! I myself volunteer once
a week at Free Arts NYC so |
know what the dynamics are.
You get involved because you
believe in the cause. And you
stay because it's not only fun
and gratifying, but also integral
to the success of the organization.’

A resident of Woodside,
Queens, a graduate of SUNY
Oneonta and enrolled in the
Masters Program for non-profit
Management at the New
School, Meg joins the Con-

»

servancy at its crossroads of
steady growth and increased
administrative details.

Not a moment too soon!! &

www.carlschurzparknyc.org
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THE GREENING OF CARL SCHURZ PARK:

There is nothing a park-goer
loves more than a beautiful,
clean, green lawn. No surprise
there. It is the true sign of a
well-maintained park and a
delight to all who gaze upon its
verdant beauty or relax upon
its fragrant softness. The
Conservancy has spent years
establishing two such lawns
at the center of our Park, one
funded by the Conservancy,
the second generously funded
by neighbors Lenard and Fern
Tessler.

What may surprise a visitor to
the Park is that there is nothing
more labor intensive or costly
than maintaining them.

To keep them at their best,

The ‘Circle Laun'’: Once upon a time and now.

A COSTLY ENDEAVOR

our park lawns must be aerated
and reseeded every spring to
prevent compaction of the soil
and grass loss. They should

be mowed and trimmed every
week during the 6+ months

of the growing season. And
while the Conservancy pays for
a private contractor to cut the
grass, budgetary constraints
limit the work to every other
week. They must be kept ad-
equately watered to prevent the
grass from dying. And during
the freeze/thaw of winter months,
when they are at their most
vulnerable, they must be fenced

and protected from all foot traffic.

The Conservancy is often
asked why we have made these

lawns passive use—no dogs or
sports at any time. The answer
is quite simple: a look at the
severely browned and damaged
lawns elsewhere in the Park
shows what wear and tear can
do to a lawn.

Constant pounding of the
earth from sports causes com-
paction of the soil. It often
becomes so hard and cement-
like that water will pool on its
surface, unable to penetrate
into the ground. Grass will not
grow under these conditions.
Dog urine is extremely toxic to
grass and will quickly kill large
patches. Dog's nails easily dig
up the grass killing the root
systems and causing loss. And

during the freeze/thaw of
winter months, even the most
gentle use of a lawn will kill
the delicate roots causing grass
to die. And of course everyone
knows the trauma of stepping
in dog waste or trying to clean
it off of a small child!

The Conservancy has been
gratified with the degree to
which our responsible neighbors
have respected the signage
posted in each of these two
restored lawns. With continued
care and understanding by the
community, these once brown
areas of the Park will remain
green and inviting for years
to come. & by Judy Howard,
Conservancy Board Chair

www.carlschurzparknyc.org 3
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continued from page 1

between the Conservancy and
the New York City Department
of Parks and Recreation has,
over the past forty years, resulted
in the sparkling renewal of the
lawns, gardens and trees, the
‘hardscape’ of the Park — its
walkways, drains, fences and
stonework — are in critical need
of repair.

‘At our Board retreat last year
it did not take us long to zero
in on the physical plant of our
Park,’ said Judy Howard,
Conservancy Board Chair.

‘We feel we have done a great
deal to bring back the beauty
and health of our lawns and
gardens. Now we're looking
down the road to the long-term
health of our Park and what we
see is a steady, committed march
to rebuilding the existing ‘bones’
of the Park, as Commissioner
Benepe would say.’

The process of assessing the
condition of the Park skeleton
has already begun. While this
assessment will itself take time
to complete, the goal remains
clear: to repair and restore the
infrastructure of Carl Schurz
Park for future Park users, as
dictated by cost feasibility.

‘Each ‘generation’ of donors,
volunteers and City officials
has seamlessly built on the
foundation of those that came
before,” added Executive Direc-
tor David D. Williams. ‘When
I came aboard over twenty
years ago so much had already
been accomplished. Laura
Mayer had, for seventeen years,
steered this enterprise with
an unerring sense of scale and
what the Conservancy should
do for the Park. And what the
City should.’

‘Now,’ said Williams, ‘We
envision a new emphasis for

our efforts, building on what
we can confidently say is a Carl
Schurz Park that has never
looked better.”

The Conservancy's newly
minted Infrastructure Commit-
tee, the ‘iTean’, will be parsing
the Park's hardscape, assessing
the following areas:

* Drainage

* Stonework
* Walkways
* Fencing

Which is not to say that
significant, costly work has not
already been done to shore up
the Park’s foundations. Ten or
so years ago the entire perim-
eter sidewalk was torn up and
redone, including brand new
tree-pits. At the same time, the
bluestone plaza at East 86th
Street was restored.

Similarly, the comfort station
adjacent to the playground was
sandblasted and outfitted with
a new roof and gutters.

These projects were City-
funded and coordinated with
extensive Conservancy input
and oversight.

Now, along with our friends
in the Parks Department, and
our elected officials, we are
embarking on a whole new
restoration phase for the Park.
Says Kenneth Creed of the
iTeam:

“Though our small team
of committee members was
formed only in March, we
have already generated a lot of
momentum. A deep knowledge
base about the park’s infra-
structure among committee
members and our first meeting
host, Patricia Nadosy, set us in
motion and the planning began
immediately.”

Building on the skills within
the Parks Department and the
committee, Kenny and the

Peter Pan Pond and a mortice challenge.

iTeam have mapped out a plan:
“Qur first order of business
is to identify and quantify the
infrastructure in the Park. To
manage this data and track
our progress, a Geographical
Information Systems (GIS)
map, a digitally layered map of
the Park and all its parts will
be created. We enlisted US
Department of Minerals Man-
agement cartographer Stephen
Creed (yes, related!, ed.) to
advise us and offer technical
help in the use of GIS. He will
stay with us as an advisor. With
some crucial assistance from
Parks Department Geographer
Terese Flores, who supplied us
with a plethora of geographical
data on Carl Schurz Park, an
accurate basemap is nearly

assembled.

“Next, infrastructure will be
catalogued and plotted on the
GIS map. iTeam volunteers on
the ground along with various
experts will make assessments
regarding the condition of each
stone wall and path, iron fence
and bench and of the where-
abouts and effectiveness of
drainage systems. The gathered
data will be entered into the
GIS map where it can be easily
retrieved, studied and shared
so that work can begin restor-
ing, replacing and improving
the park’s infrastructure.”

Answering the infrastructure
clarion call are iTeamers Jill
Byatt, Kenny Creed, Shirley
Frieko, Judy Howard, Sue
Kamm and Clare Thomas. (&

4 www.carlschurzparknyc.org
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT:
JILL (BYATT) GOES UP A HILL AND FETCHES
MORE THAN A PAIL OF WATER!

Jill Byart

“After I retired from my job
on Wall Street I wanted to in-
volve myself in something a bit
more relaxing,” said Jill Byatt,
‘volunteer of all trades’ for the
Conservancy.

“I volunteered a little for this
and then a little for that,” she
added, recalling her work for
the Gracie Square Art Show,
the Holiday Tree Lighting and

the Gardening committee.
Finding that Work in the Dirt
suited her best, she flung
herself without reserve into
regular volunteer gardening in
the Peter Pan area.

Living proof that you always
ask the busiest to do more —
which is pretty much how the
Conservancy has remained so
extraordinarily productive — Jill
was asked to help coordinate
Carl Schurz Park’s site for
Mulchfest, the citywide Christ-
mas tree recycling weekend.

Jill ALSO plunged ahead and
joined the Conservancy’s tree
mapping program, assessing,
measuring and hugging the Park’s
London Plane tree population.

Like any volunteer, Jill has
remained dedicated to the cause
she has chosen because it is
rewarding, fun and productive.

All Things Gardening has suited

her to a tree... correction: “T".

“However, no one ever told me
it was such hard work!” she said.

Eager to share with others
what she has learned plying her
volunteer trades, Jill advises fu-
ture workers in the dirt to take
the following precautions: The
Key is PROTECTION from the
elements, the flora, the fauna...
and the tools! (On the latter,
that would be those tools
wielded by the user, and others
nearby!)

Taking it from the top:
* A hat: Protects the head and
face from the sun and rain and
from those pesky low hanging
branches and entangling shrubs.
A ball cap is fine but something
that also shades the back of the
neck is even better.
* Glasses: Keeps your eyes out
of harm's way around shrubbery,
roses and other thorny plants.

* Long Sleeved Shirt: Protects
best if it’s bug-and scratch-
resistant.

* Gloves: Puts protection
between you and lots of things
that can cause injury.

* Long pants: Ditto the shirt
plus it provides lots of pockets
for carrying tissues, extra sun
block, keys, money, cell phone,
etc., so you can dispense with
accessories.

* Long socks: Guards against
those creepy crawlies.

* Closed toe shoes: Keeps you
afoot! Wear shoes with treads
such as work boots, hiking
boots, sneakers or special gar-
dening shoes. You're working
with sharp implements, climb-
ing around on hills, etc., and
need a steady footing.

* Finally, sun block, lip balm
and anti bug cream/spray plus

lots and lots of WATER! &

REELING THEM IN: JARED LEFKOWITZ

CULTIVATES CRITICAL BUSINESS SUPPORT

he email came across the transom

via the Conservancy website: “Would

like to volunteer for: Membership.
Question /Comments: Young professional
who lives close by, looking to volunteer and

get involved in anything that would be helpful.

Would be looking for more event planning,
skilled in marketing and event planning.”
Jared Lefkowitz, the “young professional
who lives close by” was serious. Over the
course of one summer and fall, and following
meetings with Conservancy Executive
Director, David D.Williams, and Director
of In-Park Events, Ann Meschery, Jared
Brett Lefkowitz evolved his offer to help

into a very successful volunteer effort

to cultivate sponsors for this summer’s
SUMMER SOUNDS and SUNSET FILM
FESIVAL programs.

Using some of the skills he has sharpened
at The Weather Channel, Jared has helped
craft promising marketing campaigns with
sponsors ranging from CITYMD, to New
York Yoga, to Dorian’s Seafood Market.

“This Park is THE gathering place for
our community. For businesses in the area
there is no better window dressing for their
message than the events in the Park, where
everyone is in a great mood and receptive to
a compelling message,” said Jared. 5

Jared Breut Lefkowitz

www.carlschurzparknyc.org

DAVID WILLIAMS
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Businesses, Schools, and
Religious Organizations
Animal Care and Control
Bagel Bob’s

Best Friends Animal
Sanctuary

The Brearley School
Calling All Pets

Candle 79

The Chapin School

Citi Habitats Real Estate
City MD

Coleman’s Delicatessan
Deloitte LLP

Dorian’s Seafood Market
Eric Landgraf Florist
Fairway Market

Freshpet

Greg Barber Company
Huledet

Manhattan Chamber

of Commerce

Manhattan Mini Storage
moose direct marketing inc.
Ottomanelli Brothers
P226M

stella and chewys

The Dog Spa

Upper East Veterinary Center
VCA Veterinary Hospitals
William Morris, Endeavor
Entertainment

Public Funding
Assemblyman Micah Kellner
Senator Liz Krueger

Council Member Jessica Lappin
Borough President Scott Stringer
NYC Department of

Parks and Recreation
Partnership for Parks

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT

The Carl Schurz Park Conservancy is grateful to all those who made
a contribution between January 1, 2011 and December 31, 2011. Without your
vital support, our efforts at improving the park and offering annual
events would be greatly diminished.

Benefit Dinner Hosts
Vivian and Miguel Barg
Andre Bishop and

Peter Manning

Ashley Garrett and Alan Jones
Larry and Judy Howard
Jenny and Trey Laird

Nancy and Carl Lieberman
Ann Lozman and Jay R. Harris
Dee and Colin McKechnie
Lisa Roumell and

Mark Rosenthal

Mimi and Marvin Sandler
Lisa and Michael Schultz
Eric and Erica Schwartz
Lenard and Fern Tessler

Individuals

$10,000 or more
Sandye Berger

Donald M. and Mary
Gordon Roberts

Larry and Judy Howard
Larry and Mary McCaffrey
Pat and Peter Nadosy
Fiona and Eric Rudin
Lenard and Fern Tessler
Clare and Jerry Thomas
Leonard and Beth Wilf

$5,000 to $9,999

120 East End Avenue

520 East 86th Street
Sarah Beatty and Nash Buller
Ginette and Joshua Becker
Peter and Faith Coolidge
Daniel E Gordon

John R. Gordon

Robert E Gossett Jr.
Robert and Kit Howard
Tom and Terry Lamb

Frank and Francine Murphy
Donald Pels and Wendy Keys
Marvin and Mimi Sandler

Aaron and Joanna Sirulnick

Alan and Barbara Washkowitz
1 anonymous

$2,500 to $4,999

Jane Bayard-Warburg Realty
Brook and Roger Berlind
Thomas and Marcia Borger
lan Clifford

Drew Cohen

The Family of Suzanne and
Jerome Freedman

The Raymond P Ginther
and Marie M. Ginther
Charitable Fund

Mary Henry and

Howard Rubin

Margaret Mellon

Hitchcock Foundation
Edward and Caroline Hyman
Donald Leichter

Christina Malle

Pearl T. Maxim

Robert and Melissa Mittman
Maureen Moreau

Yvonne S. Quinn

Kenneth and Ellen Roman
Eric and Erica Schwartz

Dr. and Mrs. Howard Smith
Monica and Andrew Vogelstein

$1,000 to $2,499

Kevin and James Abernathy
Patricia and Alan B. Abramson
Nina and Joel Ackerman
Eric Altmann

Doug and Elena Atkin
Deborah Berke and

Peter D. McCann, M.D.

Stan and Susan W. Bernstein
Robert and Christine Beshar
LeeAnn and Jeffrey Black
Susan and Don Brant

Pat and Stanley Brilliant
John and Elena Brim
Florence V. Burden Foundation
Dick and Lisa Cashin

Mario and Carolyn Cibelli
Stewart and Cornelia Clifford
Anthony and Tara Coniglio
Anne Alexis Cote Taylor
Rebecca Crider

Susan and Greg Danilow
Richard and Francesca
Diamond

David and Carol Domina
Ina and Dan Ebenstein
Howard L. Ellin, Esq.
Robert and Margaret Fagenson
Thomas and Miriam Farmakis
Celeste Ford and

Fredric Leopold

Dolly and John Geary

Ellen Gendler, M.D. and
James Salik, M.D.

Ted and Hilary Giuliano
Cathy Glaser and

Stephen Semlitz

Mary and Jay Goldberg
Golden Family Foundation
Katherine Gormley

David and Cari Grodner
Fernand and Patricia Hayot
Susan and Philip Heide
Peter and Karen Jakes
Herbert ]. Kayden, MD.
Janice Kim and Sammy Suzuki
Anthony and Laura Klarman
Joseph and Barbara Lane
Cathy and Christopher
Lawrence

6 www.carlschurzparknyc.org
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Peter Lehner and Fritz Beshar
Ralph and Nina Levene
Roger and Florence Liddell
Jim and Caryn Magid
Trevor and Meghan Magyar
Chris and Claire Mann
Kenneth Martin and Christine
Hepburn Foundation
Jeanne and Robert Meister
Ann Meschery

Kazie Metzger and John C.
Harvey Charitable Fund
Edward Miller

Evie Muller

Brooke and Daniel Neidich
Robert and Anita Nelson
Barbara Nessim and

Jules Demchick

Robert O'Brien

Claudia and Gunnar
Overstrom

Martin and Doris Payson
Andrew and Clare Pickering
Lee and Nick Potter

Louise Radin

Steven Rappaport and
Judith Garson

Mt and Mis. Bradford Rodney
Christine and David Rogers
Theodore O. Rogers

Greg and Megan Rosen
Julie and Rick Ruvkun
Richard E. Salomon and
Laura Landro

Paula Sarnoff Oreck

Diane Schafer and

Dr. Jeffrey Stein

Pam and Scott Schafler

Jake and Cindy Scheinerman
Ira and Jody Schwartz
Marilyn Seifert

William and Fay Shutzer
Anne Sidamon-Eristoff
Moses Silverman and

Betty Robbins

Rob and Cornelia Spring
Joseph and Clinton Standart
Jean Stein, JKW Foundation
Mitchell and Nancy Steir
Louise Stephaich

Daryl and Russell Stern
Elliot Sussman, M.D. and
Nancy Cromer Grayson

Ranjan and Chandrika Tandon
John and Louisa Troubh
Carla and Roland Villacorta
Mr. E T. Wegmann

Dr. Monica and Mr. Andrew
Weinberg

Marc and Giulia Weisman

1 anonymous

$500 to $999

Ellen Asher

Jonathan and Marion
Bacharach Siegfried
Patrick J. Bartels Jr. and
Heather Rudy

Ann and Joel Berson
Andre Bishop and Peter
Manning

Sasha and Morgan Blackwell
Cynthia Breen and

Laurie Dowley

Jim and Joan Burke

Ruth Calvin Scharf

Dr. Michela Catalano and
Dr. Stephen Baum

Dr. Andrew Dannenberg
Marie de Lucia and

Lee Solot

Jordan and Kim Dickstein
Dorian’s Seafood Market
John and Jodie Eastman
Joseph and Barbara Ellis
Sarah and Robert Fitts
Sharon Flescher

Ashley Garrett and

Alan Jones

Dr. Talia Goldberg

Roger and Alice Greif
M.A. and Josephine R.
Grisham Foundation
Carol ]. Haley

Ellen K. Halsted

Jay and Sandra Harris
Foundation, Inc.

Walter and Judith Hunt
Amy Kuhn and

Stuart Rosow

Toni Lucia and Alan Keiser
Suzanne and Bernie May
Colin and Deirdre McKechnie
Charles and Mary McQuade
Kathleen Merrell

Janet Nagel

Ottomanelli Brothers
Christine Patton

Beth Rudin DeWoody
Peggy and Crossan Seybolt
Virginia B. Slaughter
Caroline Sutton and

Neil Olson

Ellen and Bill Taubman
Helen M. Wade

Charles R. Wall

Stacey and Gregg Weinstein
David Wood and

Nancy Judge, M.D.
Salvatore . Zizza

$250 to $499

Naomi and James Altschul
Dominick Answini and
Betty Chiacchi

Carlton R. Asher

Terry Asiel

Maureen Duffy Benziger
Mark C. Bintinger

Alyssa Bliss

Heleen Brody and

Jeffrey Lang

Nancy Bronstein and
Joseph Sponholz

Jeff and Connie Collier

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Daum
Kirk and Peggy Davenport
Linda and Steven DeCherrie
Catherine and Alfredo De Vido
Bettina and Brian Decker
Eugene DePasquale and
Agatha Nody

Robin Dibner

Stanley Dusek

Anthony and Elizabeth Enders
Eric Landgraf Florist
Marilyn Fassberg

Mary Faucher and

Steven Klugman

Suzanne Fawbush and

Chris Grisanti

Louis Ferrara

Karen M. Fleiss

Paul and Nancy Ford
Barbara Frankfurt

Lawrence and Alice Friedland
Olivia Gentile

Mr. and Mrs. David Halberg
Harold Handel

Eugenie and Horace
Havemeyer III

Ed and Betty Heilman

John and Felicia Hendrix
Gary Honstedt

Robert and Marsha Horowitz
Russel Huang

Karen Hughes

Dara Hunt

Anthony and Joan Japha
Pamela Jones

Thomas and Simi Kahn
Joel Kurtzberg

Jennifer W. Laird

Alfred and Carol Landess
Joseph Lombardino

Sandra Lotz Fisher

Maria Lucca and

Richard K. Carrier

Nancy and Art Lutzke
Janet Mavec and

Wayne Nordberg

Stephen and Carolyn
McCandless

Carl and Pam Navarre
Alexander and Lynne Neave
Karen ]. Nelson

Lori Neushotz

Thomas and Lisa Newell
Janice and Yoji Nimura
James OMara

Ann Packard

Constance Paine

Patty and Peter Paine
Donna and Cary Park
Michael and Elena Patterson
Stephen Phebus and

Linda Howes

Leanne Raesener

Tom and Sandy Reece
Residents and Merchants
for a Liveable Yorkville, Ltd.
Ellen and Bruce Ressler

R. Owen Richards and
Julie Smith

Frederick Rohn and
Frances Lippa

Neil Roman

Amy and William Rosenblum
Marcy and Cyrus Sahkai
Kristin Sansone and Jim Helmus
Victoria Schonfeld and
Victor Friedman

www.carlschurzparknyc.org 7
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The Maryam and Hervey
Seley Foundation

David and Elizabeth Sherman
Terry W. Sims

Carolyn Skiffington and
Gary Schechter

Richard and Mildred Smith
Matthew and Priscilla
Snyder

Dr. and Mrs. Harold Spalter
Susan W. Stachelberg
James and Janice Stanton
The Honorable Henry J. Stern
David and Melite Sweet
Michael Townsend

John E Tweddle

Ann Uddo

Bragg and Hayley

Van Antwerp

Mary Kay Vyskocil

Arete Warren

Robert and Jane Watson
Bonnie T. Webster

Peter and Molly Weinberger
Kelly Wolfman

Lawrence and Lisa Zola

2 anonymous

And our thanks to over 550

contributors whose donations
of $1 to $249 totaled more
than $41,500.

|
Bemie May

he events— from the
I children’s Easter Egg

Hunt, to the Summer
Sounds outdoor music concerts
and Sunset Film Festival movies,
to the Halloween Howl, to the
Gracie Square Art Show and
Holiday Tree Lighting— all are
presented by the Carl Schurz
Park Conservancy in a manner
totally befitting the spirit of our
Park’s community.

‘In many of the larger, marquee
parks in our City, events may be
staged, programmed and funded
by outside agencies or interests,”
notes Executive Director
David D. Williams. “We grow
our programs from within the
organization, trying to balance
quiet relaxation or activities with
planned, programmed events.”

Adds Director of In-Park
Events, Ann Meschery: “The
Conservancy’s events have
managed to capture the best of
days-gone-by, small town living

right here in modern day New
York City. They have brought
the community surrounding the
park together on a regular basis
to enjoy the Park while enjoying
music, film and art. And the year
is brought to a close at the Holi-
day Tree Lighting, a cherished
event that is eagerly anticipated
year after year and creates a
joyfulness rarely encountered
in a crowded urban area.”

The Conservancy has been
lucky to attract a number of
exceptional businesses who have
aligned themselves with the
Conservancy's goals to create
community engagement with
the highest standards. (This
year's blue chip clients are listed
in this issue’s events calendar
on page 9.)

Ann continued, “We firmly
believe that the events we are
now regularly scheduling in
the Park, are not just the icing
on the cake of the Conser-

CARL SCHURZ PARK:
THE VILLAGE GREEN

vancy'’s mission. They are a
critical element in individual
donor/member prospecting

and cultivation and essential

to broadening awareness of the
Park and CSPC throughout the
core geography. Furthermore,
they are a way of giving back to
the community that has been
generous with its contributions.
With the tremendous positive
response we have received over
the last seven years to these
initiatives, our goal of making
Carl Schurz Park the center of
this community has truly come

to fruition.” &

ROBERT ENGLEBRIGHT

IN APPRECIATION... Bernard J. (“Bernie”) May

was a protean volunteer with the Conservancy, swimming
in many pools: the Gracie Square Art Show, Summer
Sounds and Sunset Film Festival programs, the latter of
which he was a co-founding member. Unflappable, witty,
generous and quick to offer his help, Bernie —along with
his wife Suzanne — were fixtures at many Conservancy
events. After a battle with cancer, Bernie passed away on
July 6th. He will be deeply missed on many fronts. The
Conservancy is especially gratified to be included as a

" recipient of memorial gifts in his name. e

8 www.carlschurzparknyc.org
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CARL SCHURZ PARK CONSERVANCY
EVENT CALENDAR!

2012
VOLUNTEER
GARDENING

SCHEDULE
Join your neighbors and
pitch in! Volunteer as a
CSPA gardener:
Saturdays from
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Location: East 86th Street

Mall at East End Avenue
Please note:
The Carl Schurz Park

Volunteer Gardeners are an

adult group that meets

monthly to work in the Park.

Students or children who

wish to participate must be

accompanied by an
adult or parent with
whom they work.
August 18
September 15
October 20
November 17
December 15
All Saturdays. No Rain Dates

CHILDREN’S
ACTIVITIES
Summer Sandbox
Series Continues
Tuesdays, from
3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday, August 7
MOEY’S MUSIC PARTY
Tuesday, August 14
GYMBOREE
Carl Schurz Park
Playground

SUMMER SOUNDS
The Conservancy’s wonderful
SUMMER SOUNDS
concert series returns to the
John Finley Walk again
this year.

All concerts held, weather
permitting, atop the
East 86th Street staircase,
overlooking the East River.
Limited seating on a first
come, first served basis.
Wednesday,

July 25 7:00-8:30 p.m.
STEVE SHAIMAN AND
SWINGTIME BIG BAND
Back for a third summer!
John Finley Walk and East
86th Street staircase
Limited seating

SUNSET
FILM FESTIVAL
Head to the East River for
our FISHY FILM FESTIVAL!
Movies start at 8:30 PM
Tuesday, July 31
HAPPY FEET
A joyful noise for the whole
family with penguins, seals
and fish. Kids, come early
and visit the SCRIBBLE
PRESS table and find your
inner fishy artist!!!
Tuesday, August 14
THE PERFECT STORM
A HUGE THANKS TO THESE
GENEROUS SPONSORS FOR
MAKING THE SUMMER SOUNDS
& SUNSET FILM FESTIVAL
POSSIBLE

==CITYMD

NEW YORK'S URGENT CARE

NEW YORK YOGA

5

m/

wnugma

creats cs&”

publish

‘ r’ ’///

\\\ ly g‘\_

A
.f; 2

OODJ_\A@;RKET

scnidsdsle

press®

SANDYE BERGER

Visit the City's premiere
open-air juried Art Show, now
celebrating its 40th year!
Saturday & Sunday,
September 22 & 23
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
East End Avenue from
East 84th St. to East 88th St.
www.graciesquareartshow.info

HALLOWEEN HOWL &
HEALTHY HOUND FAIR

A hoot and a holler!
All sizes of dogs in all sorts
of costumes compete for a
variety of prizes. And FAME!
Not to be missed. Now, for
the third year in a row, visit
the HALLOWEEN HOWL
HEALTHY HOUND FAIR to
learn all about the healthy ways
to keep your Best Friend in
the Best of Health!!
Sunday, October 14
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Location: Hockey Court and
Basketball Court

HOLIDAY
TREE LIGHTING
A beloved, family tradition.
And, an evening your family
will cherish for years to come.
December 2,
5:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Location: East 86th Street
and East End Avenue

Held snow, rain or balmy weather!
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PARK NOTES

ATTENTION SHOPPERS:
THE PERFECT GIFT IN
AISLE THREE

hen asked why he

encouraged his family

— all three genera-
tions — to consider making a
CONSERVANCY Christmas
donation in his name, former
Ogilvy and Mather CEO and
Chairman, Kenneth Roman,
was quick to reply.

“Two things: first the product
must be right. Carl Schurz Park
was beautiful to begin with,
designed by Calvert Vaux. And
what the Conservancy has done
is really kept it at the highest
possible level,” he said over
lunch.

“Every time I walk out the
door (on Gracie Square) I feel
good about it! Those of us who
live around or close to the Park
feel very proprietary about it.

“When you get to a certain
age you don't want more things
in your life."

It was his wife, Ellen, who did
what many other deeply involved
neighbors have done. For one
of Ken's birthdays: she gave him
a bench! Actually, a bench plaque.

“It was Ellen’s idea to give me
the bench. But I wanted to come
up with an inscription that
didn’t advertise my age!

And, befitting his advertising
roots, the copy he chose not only
suited the occasion but signaled
to anyone passing by that this
might be a good idea for them:

From Ellen to Ken
On His Special Birthday

Always the marketer, Ken's
pitch to someone planning to
give (or get!) is timeless.

“Asking for someone to give
in your name, whether an out

Kenneth Roman, seated on *his’ bench

right donation (Ken received
a donation in his Christmas
stocking in '11) or a bench
plaque is easy and simple. I get
something [ want. I don't get
something [ have to deal with.

No gift wrapping AND it’s
unreturnable.”

And it is lost on no one that
the Park benefits.

Qur advice: Do as the Ro-
mans do. £

RESIDENTS
FOR A SANE
TRASH
SOLUTION
SPEAK

“As plans to build the Marine
Transfer Station move forward,
our organization, Residents
for a Sane Trash Solution, is
continuing its aggressive drive
to thwart the ill-conceived
project. Qur efforts have
grown from a few founders
and volunteers to more than
6,000 concerned and informed
citizens. While the insanity
of placing a dump next to the
Asphalt Green Athletic Fields
stumbles forward, our commu-
nity is becoming increasingly
awakened and engaged.

“RSTS, www.sanetrash.org,
recently joined suit with
Assembly Member Micah
Kellner demanding that the
city ‘come clean’ on the health
issues surrounding the pro-
posed Marine Transfer Station.
The city should provide an
updated environmental impact
study, and residents should
get the facts about how the
proposed ‘dump’ will impact
public health and safety.

“RSTS appreciates this op-
portunity to remind one and
all of their efforts to galvanize
everyone in the fight against
this critical threat to the
health and well-being of our
community. Your involvement
is essential to our cause of
stopping the proposed Marine
Transfer Station. Please visit
www.sanetrash.org
for more information and to
make your voice heard.” (%

—Residents for a Sane Trash Solution
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