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Chairperson’s Letter

n early 2002 the Conservancy was finally able to seriously
Iattempt taming the “wilds” of Carl Schurz Park. Our park,
which had been left untended for decades, looked it. In fact,
it would take us years of hard work to effect a change that the
community could even recognize.

Early on, our mission was clear—<clean, prune, weed and
restore the greenery. Consolidate shrub borders to afford as
much usable space as possible. Establish sight lines to enhance
the views, and, perhaps hardest of all, create inviting lawns.

Through the years, the patk has become safer, cleaner and
greener. It is beautiful. However, we now realize that that
is not enough. Our concept of responsible stewardship has
changed measurably. The health of this planet, on which our
survival depends, is inexorably linked to the health and well-be-
ing of all organisms. And more importantly, great change is
possible by making small, incremental improvements.

Our efforts have turned to biodiversity which is impera-
tive in our world today. Our plants not only need to be resil-
ient, but must provide a source of food or habitat for native
wildlife. Our trees must be cared for, and our canopy restored
to provide as much carbon offset as possible. A thriving eco-
system is the only way to ensure our future viability.

With the assistance of highly regarded ornithologists, we
have spent the past 2 years documenting our bird population.
In the summer of 2019, our friendly native bee population
was documented by entomologists from the American Museum
of Natural History. The last year was also spent measuring our
almost 700+ trees to calculate carbon storage and COZ2 cap-
ture.

So yes, our park is lovely, but it is so much mote than just
a pretty space. We hope you enjoy reading further to see how
important Catl Schurz Park is to the well-being of out com-
munity—simply put—the science behind the beauty.
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Judy How

Chair, Board of Directors
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Executive Director of New Yorkers for Parks, Lynn Kelly
(left) with CSPC Board Chair, Judy Howard.

CSPC Receives Good
Stewardship Award

n March of 2019, Carl Schurz Park Consetrvancy
Ireceived the Good Stewardship Award from Fiends
of the Upper East Side Historic Districts at a ceremony held
in the elegant surrounds of the Cosmopolitan Club.
Founded in 1982, Friends is a highly regarded organiza-
tion dedicated to preserving the architectural legacy, liva-
bility and sense of place of the Upper East Side.

The evening’s program consisted of a moving video
presentation lauding the Conservancy’s many achieve-
ments and exceptional restoration of Catl Schutz Park,
after which, the award was presented to Board Chair,
Judy Howard by Executive Director of New Yorkers for
Parks, Lynn Kelly. Board Vice-Chair, Pat Nadosy, Board
Secretary, Clare Thomas, Conservancy Executive Direc-
tor, Patrick McCluskey and Operations Associate, Jess
Goetz were also on hand to receive congratulations.
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Banford Weissmann
Master Gardener

or some, alarm bells go
Foff when they see a bee.
To others, bees are all about
the honey.

But to scientists, bees
help make our planet habit-
able.

If it were not for bees,
farmers could not grow
alfalfa, almonds, apples, apti-
cots and avocados - to name
just a few crops that begin
with “A.” Bees are critical to
flowering plants in our yards
and parks.

Sadly, scientific studies
show that our bee friends,
particularly native bees, are
struggling to sutvive. In
response, the Conservancy
has launched a project in
collaboration with the Amer-
dcan Musenm of Natural His-
tory to study the bees of Carl
Schurz Park and develop a
bee conservation plan.

Because our goal is to
support the healthiest, most
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Latest Buzz about Park Bees

Photos by: Jeffrey B. Evans

Above left: Bee in a balloon flower. Above: Bee collecting pollen from the flower of a St. John’s Wort.

sustainable green space pos-
sible, we need to make sure
that our bees are protected.
According to the Center for
Biological Diversity, more
than half of native bee spe-
cies are in decline. A quarter
of them are headed towards
extinction. Causes include
habitat destruction, pesti-

cides and disease.

In our study, we want
to find out which species
live in the park. Are we pro-
viding sufficient floral and
nesting resoutrces to sustain
their populations? Could
we Increase the diversity?
How can we adapt out land-
scape management practices

so that we can protect ot
improve their habitat?
Under the direction
of Sarah Kornbluth, bee
biologist and Field Associ-
ate at the Museum, we col-
lected bee samples in the
patk throughout last sum-
Kornbluth
... continued on page 4

mer and fall.

What you can do to support native bees:

* Plant native plants

e Don’t cut plants
back for the winter

e If you see a small hole in the
ground, leave it alone

* Refrain from using pesticides

www.catlschurzparknycorg 3
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Bees

then took our samples to he

lab. She needed to examine
. . . i
their wing veins, claw struc-

tures, mandible formation,
facial markings

and many other traits under

antennae,

the microscope in order to
determine the exact spe-
cies. Eventually, our speci-
mens will be included in the
permanent archives of the
Museum’s bee collection,
and the data will be available
to other researchers.

While the final data on
our bee study will not be
available until this summer,

we have some positive news

to share. In terms of vatiety

and  numbers, we currently
ceir o'g have a significant
mmumty In NYC,
than 100 species have
l%'é‘rﬁ ied. Kornbluth’s
report will show us which

of these can be found in the~ ¥ gtound

that different types of bum
ble bees, sweat bees, leaf-cut-
ting bees, mason bees and

carpenter bees have taken up

] VWE;% collected,
(¢ BRg yde ce that these
groups “exist through obser-
vations by our horticultural

staff and park volunteers.
Leaf-cutting bees, for exam-
ple, carve circular shapes out
of the leaves of our redbud
trees and button bush which
they use to line their nests.

d],tt that belong to
j{esters like bumble

@d sweat bees. During
ark visits, Kornbluth

.»,U P
gjseen

brood-parasitic
bees (or cuckoo bees) who
lay their eggs in another bee’s
nests, effectively robbing
provisions that the host bee
has left for her own young;
While that sounds tertible,

it indicates that we have a

healthy population of native

Above: Sarah Kornbluth
works in our park collecting
bees. Photo by: Banford Weissmann

Below: An example of leaf
cutting bees work.
Photo by: Banford Weissmann
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bees for them to rob from.

Our landscape man-
agement practices suppott
bee habitat. We use pre-
dominately native plants in
the gardens, which provide
appropriate floral resources
for the bees. They need
access to the local plants that
have co-evolved with them
over time. Pesticides, the
leading cause of bee decline,
are not used in our park.
Most of our native bees are
solitary or semi-social. They
don’t live in large colonies,
as do non-native honey bees,
which have. been imported
from Eutrope. To accommo-
date plentiful nesting sites,
we have changed the way

we maintain the gardens.

Over the winter, we leave
spent stalks in the beds, in¢

case our cavity nesting bees
need them. We try to pro-
tect certain areas from foot
traffic, so that ground-nest-
ing bees can be safely undis-
turbed. We weave fences out
of sticks so that our mason
bees and carpenter bees have
a place to make their nests.
When you visit the park

in the spring, summer and
fall, it’s petfectly fine to walk
up and take a closer look at
the bees. (Don’t worty - they
won’t be interested in you
because they are much too
busy collecting pollen for
their young). By watching
them, youll cleatly undet-
stand where the expression
“busy as a bee” originated.
You'll see how they gather
the pollefn in baskets (scopa)
on their le gs ot on the hairs

" on their bellies. Sometimes

their furryhttle bodies get
very messy — and from a
flower’s  perspective, the
messier, the better. Bees
will hunt for pollen until
their baskets are fully loaded
before lugging their haul
back’(}téiﬁcir nests to feed

“their : ,,c‘)u'ﬁg. Back and forth
they g0, over and over again,

providing for the new gener-
ation.

We hope that the next
time you see a bee, it will be
in a whole new light. They
are facing an uphill bat-
tle, but at Catl Schurz Park,
be assured that we are with

them every step of the way.

¢ S —

Top: Our Horticulturist, Breeana Geotge, learning new skills
at the American Museum of Natural History.

Photo by: Banford Weissmann

Above: Our Master Gardener, Banford Weissmann sees bees in
a new light!

Photo by: Breeana George
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT

Catl Schurz Patk Conservancy is grateful to all those who made a contribution between

January 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019. Without your vital support, our efforts at improving the parl

Individuals

$50,000 and above

Donald A. Pels Charitable Trust
Pat and Peter Nadosy

$25,000 to $49,999

Joan Haffenreffer Bartsch and
David Bartsch

Larry and Judy Howard

Ora and Howard Smith

$15,000 to $24,999

Fiona and Eric Rudin

Anonymous (1)

$10,000 to $14,999

Thia Breen and Laurie Dowley
Suzanne and Matt Donohoe
The Gordon Fund
Larry and Mary McCaffrey
Louise Radin and

Leonard Kreynin
Clate and Jerty Thomas
Carla and Roland Villacorta

$5,000 to $9,999

Steena Auchincloss
Sandye Berger
LeeAnn and Jeff Black
Thomas and Marcia Borger
JP Connolly
Celeste Ford and

Fredric Leopold

and offeting annual events would be greatly diminished.

Heartfelt thanks to

The Chapin School

for being home

to our spectacular

2019 Party on the Park ,

Sandra and Laurence Gluck
Robert F. Gossett, Jr.
Susan Heide
Ed and Caroline Hyman
Lisa and Philip Latcholia
Claire and Chris Mann
Nina Morttellito
Barbara and Thomas O’Connor
One Gracie Square Corporation
Catherine Orme
Kenneth and Ellen Roman
Lise Scott and

D. Ronald Daniel
Marvin and Mimi Sandler
Walter and Diantha Schull

$2,500 to $4,999

Evelyn Benjamin
Brook and Roger Betlind
Lisa and Dick Cashin
John and Jodie Eastman
Barney and Julia Hallingby
Lucia Keller and David Baum
Anne Klein
Margaret Mellon

Hitchcock Foundation

Maureen Moreau

Barbara Nessim and

Jules Demchick
Theresa and John Sprague
Anne Alexis Coté Taylor
Mandy and Noel Volpe
Mandy Wolkoff
Jillian and J.L.. Zrebiec

Anonymous (1)

$1,000 to $2,499

Eric Altmann
Doug and Elena Atkin
Stan and Susan W. Bernstein
Fritz Beshar and Peter Lehner
Mark Bintinger and

Karen Schwichtenberg
Sandy and Linda Boothby
Susan and Donald Brant
Howard and Ellen Brecher
Janice and Kevin Brunner
Dr. Florence Comite
Kenny and Alex Creed
Todd Crider and Pilar Secada
Susan and Greg Danilow
Degnan Family Foundation
Judy Donahue and

Bruce Lafranchi

Joseph and Barbara Ellis
Elizabeth and Anthony Enders
Thomas and Miriam Farmakis
Jose W. Fernandez
Ashley Garrett and Alan Jones
Ellen Gendler and James Salik
Ted and Hilary Giuliano
John and Kiendl Gordon
Stephen Grambling
Ellen K. Halsted
Vivian Hedges
Betty and Ed Heilman
Jamia Jasper and
Edward Silverstein
Pamela Jones
Amy Kuhn and
Stuart Rosow
Dan Lagstein
Joseph and Barbara Lane
Suydam Lansing
Christopher and
Cathy Lawrence
Albert Leonetti and
Ruth Anna Carlson
Roger and Florence Liddell
Emma Lozman
Reina Marin and
Emilio Bassini
Maureen McAllister and
Charles Platt
Steve and Dorian Mecir
Mary E. Miller
Phebe Miller
Agathe and Pierre Mordacq
Karen J. Nelson
Thomas and Lisa Newell
Claudia and
Gunnar Overstrom
Patty and Peter Paine
Yvonne S. Quinn
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Amy and William Rosenblum
Pam and Scott Schafler
Ruth Calvin Scharf
Beth Schlansky
Jeffrey and Cari Schnipper
Eric and Erica Schwartz
Ira and Jody Schwartz
Juliet and Nigel Sharrock
Bill and Fay Shutzer
Anne P. Sidamon-Eristoff
Moses Silverman and
Betty Robbins
Rob and Cornelia Spring
Louise H. Stephaich
Peter and Margaret Sullivan
Begum and Will Taft
Ranjan and Chandrika Tandon
Mary and David Tobin
John and Louisa Troubh
Susan Tucker
Melanie Turek
Chatles Wall
Kathy Walsh and
Gene Bernstein
Emily Washkowitz-Tarkan and
Adam Tarkan

Marc and Giulia Weisman

Mary Susan Wilberding

Deborah Miller Zabel and
William D. Zabel

Salvatore J. and Patricia Zizza

$500 to $999

Ellen Agress
Irene Aldridge and

Steve Krawciw
Karen and Lewis Altfest
Catlton R. and Florence Asher
Ellen Asher
Terri Asiel
Mitchell and Ronda Benson
Deborah Berke and

Peter D. McCann, M.D.
Andre Bishop and

Peter Manning
Nancy Bronstein and

Joseph Sponholz
Edward and Robin Buckley
Peter Buffington
Kristen Chae and

Boris Arabadjiev
Mario and Carolyn Cibelli
Kim Cook and Matk Mahoney

Photo by: Judy Howard

Michael and Emily Corbi
Andrew Dannenberg and
Ellen Porges
Bettina and Brian Decker
Dick and Barbara Detwiler
Carol E. and David A. Domina
Alexandre Douzet
Stanley J. Dusek
Thomas and Claudia Eff
Nicholas and Emily Elliot
Barbara Feigin
Ryan Fox
Billy Freeland
Lawrence and Alice Friedland
Linda and Harold Friedman
Dolly and Jack Geary
Timothy and Karen Goodell
Sarah Gould and
David Steinhardt
Richard E. and
Patricia Dunn Grey
Carol J. Haley
Dan and Nancy Hebert
Lauren Heinz
Mary Henry and Howie Rubin
Kenneth and Laura Higgins
Russel Huang

Karen and Jeff Hughes
Karen and Peter Jakes
Ali and Peter Jennison
Neil Johnson and

Michelle Russell Johnson
Lynn Kearney
Janice Kim and Sammy Suzuki
Marc Klahr
Steven Klugman and

Mary Faucher
Bill and Anne Kneisel
Joel Kurtzberg
Natalic Burke Landry
Mari Langer
Ben and Cameron Leax
Ann Lozman
Meghan and Trevor Magyar
Martin L. Markowitz
Joan Martens
Stephen and

Carolyn McCandless
Sage Mehta and

Michael Robinson
Kazie Metzger and

John C. Harvey
Lucille and Edward Meyer
Charles and Sally Motrgan
Sandra Mullen
Evie Muller
Margaret and Chatles Nastro
David and Melanie Niemiec
Stuart Orsher and Gladys
George
Susan Porter
Lee and Nick Potter
Dennis Powers
Kathryn Quigley
Ellen and Bruce Ressler
Victoria and Donald Rose
Lisa Roumell and

Mark Rosenthal
Julie and Rick Ruvkun
Wendy and Ian Sacks
Martin Satz
Xiomara and Chatrlie Scheidt
Elizabeth Schriever and

John Brandow
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Supports native bee
habitats in partnership with
the American Museum
of Natural History

Maintains all lawns

Promotes monarch butterfly .
migration through targeted
plantings

Plants
bulb
perennr




Presents year-round
family events like
the Summer Sounds
concert series &
the Holiday Tree
Lighting

loys a full-time = \} : e s o
ticulturist & a R : &kﬂ '
-time seasonal = : > N\
gardener ;

Provides weekly
sanitization of dog runs
& all Mutt Mitts

res for 700 trees
ch capture 30,000
\ds of CO2 annually
y store 700,000
ounds of carbon

Has restored over '
100 original benches
to date

 CARL
SCHURZ
| PARK

Has renovated

s all entry pillars,

% 5 stairways, & over
6 blocks of stonewall

Aoy

vousands of
& native
als annually
Artwork by: Genna Howard
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Barry Seager
Margaret J. Smith
Matthew and Priscilla Snyder
Sandy and Dan Stoller
Thomas R. and Bette Sturges
Monica and
Andrew Vogelstein
Peter and
Gabrielle Von Simson
Arete Warren
Dr. Monica and
Mr. Andrew Weinberg
Dianne Weisheit-Olenick and
Louis Olenick
Mariana and Michael Weiss
Linda Winston
Estelle Irene Young, M.D.
Nancy Young and Paul Ford

Anonymous (1)

$250 to $499

Rebecca and Alberto Acosta
Julie Albert
Eric Bederman
Maureen Duffy Benziger
Thomas and Inbal Brener
Susan and David Bressman
Heleen Brody and Jeffrey Lang
Jim and Joan Burke
Jill Byatt
Nancy and Ronald Carr
Lisa Colby-Jones and Gerald
Paul Jones
Jeff and Connie Collier
Peter and FFaith Coolidge
Robert and Diane Cummings
Brenda and Tom Curnin
Philip Cusick
Linda DeChertie
Carla and Frank DeSimone
Mss. William M. Evatts, Jr.
Suzanne Fawbush and

Chris Grisanti
Amy and Howard Feller
Sandra Lotz Fisher

Sharon Flescher

Colleen Frey

Katherine Gibson and
Charles Cowing

Roz Goldberg

John and Katherine Gontijo

Stuart and Joan Gross

Judith and Motton E. Grosz

Anne and James Hanbury

Lesley Hattison

Francine Le Roux Haskell and
John H. E Haskell, Jt.

Drx. Patricia Hayot

John and Felicia Hendrix

Risa Honig

Janet Hoover

Bonnie L. Howard and
Chatles M. Charrow

John J. Huber, 111

Don Thde and
Linda Einhorn-Thde

Caroline Golden Ilberman and
Alan Tlberman

Kristin and Howard Johnson

Thomas and Simi Kahn

Claudia Kirsch and
Taub Swartz

Alice Kjellgren

Vickie Germain Kobak and
Jonathan Kobak

Brendan Koeth

Kim Konigsberg

Judith Krassner

Terry and Tom Lamb

Rhona Landau and

Steven Weissman

Alfred and Carol Landess
Ira and Ruth Langer
Peter Levenson and
Pamela Sweeney
Robert and Penny Lieberberg
Toni and Ken Liebman
Francis Lippa and
Frederick Rohn
Greta G. Loomis
James and Amira Luikart
Houng Ly
Anne Marie Macari
Dr. Karen Mackler
Christine A. MacLaughlin
Allan and Janet Mantel
Robert and
Cornelia Marakovits
Joanne and Daniel McCluskey
Ann Meschery
Paul Milmed and
Debra Anisman
Thomas Mottis
Connie Mugno
John and Suzanne Muller
Eileen Murphy
Carol Nehring and
Coles H. Phinizy, Jr.
Janice and Yoji Nimura
Edward and Ellen Oelsner
Laura and Peter Onghena
Luke Otlowski
Maurine Packard
Barry and Liz Pearson
Anthony and Susana Piscitiello
Jill Pliskin and John Steinberg
Carol Quinn
Daniel .. Rabinowitz and
Ann E Thomas
Susan and Steven Rautenberg
Judith and Bruce Rich
Kevin A. Rinker
Neil Roman
Ellen Rosen
Jonathan Rozoff
Nadine and Matt Rufrano
Brendan and Jill Ryan

Stephen Sachman and

Alexia Quadrani Sachman
Brenda Sauer )
Curtis Smith
David and Ruth Smith
Nancy and Mitchell Steir
Joan and Neal Stolleman
Ronald Straci
David and Melite Sweet
Ellen and Bill Taubman
Doria Tenca
Michael and Midge Townsend
Jonathan Vapnek
Fugen and Roxana Vartolomei
Nancy Ann Ward
Lenore M. Weber
Kathy and Tim Wright
Virginia D. Zimmer
Anonymous (3)

Businesses

Animal Medical Center

The Brearley School

The Chapin School

Dorian’s Seafood Market

HNY Ferry LLC

Meat Mates

One Gracie Square Corporation
Ottomanelli Brothers

Zara Kids

Heartfelt Thanks to:

The Chapin School for
hosting our annual Party on the
Park as well as our Volunteer
Appreciation Day

Insomnia Cookies for their
donation of cookies to the
Holiday Tree Lighting and
Sunset Film Festival.

Yura for their donation of
breakfast for the Gracie Square
Art Show artists.

And over 350 contributors
whose donations of $1 to $249
totaled more than $27,600.
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Halloween Howl
Regis tration
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O
Deed Deserves
Another

\ >< Jhen long-time friend, supporter and Conservancy volunteer

master carpenter, Kenny Creed, needed iron supports to build

a bench with his students he knew where to turn. The Consetvancy

connected him with Joe Pouso from Prestige Pavers who has been

doing all of the bench testoration in Carl Schurz Park. Sure enough,

Joe had the supports, salvaged from another patk in the city, and the

rest s, as they say, history.

The following is a letter of thanks from Kenny, the Director of

a remarkable school where students and seniors interact with aston-

ishing results:

“We at Hudson Lab School want to thank you both for
making our project dreams come true with the acquisition of

the amazingly beautiful bench from Saul Weprin Park.

The students stripped the old black paint away and
painted it moss green. They sanded and stained new boards

and used the screw gun and drill to install the boards.

The bench was placed in the new Natute Nook in the
Lobby of Andrus on Hudson, the residential senior home
where our school is based. The “Grands” were so grateful
for this new space the students conceived and assembled
with the money they raised with a GoFundMe campaign.
The bench is the centerpiece of the space. At the celebration
and ribbon cutting, the children beamed with pride when
everyone realized they had salvaged the bench and brought it
back to life.”

Volunteer Highlight

LS‘ime the beginning, onr volunteers
have been the backbone of the

Conservancy. As Excecutive Director,
I look forward to sitting down with
some of our most dedicated friends to
bear why they love our Park.

Ellen Halsted and Bernhard
Kessler have been volunteering as
Zone Gardeners. Together they now
co-chair the Plant Sale’ held each
year on Mothers Day weekend. This
event raises money _for park improve-
ments and provides onr Zone Gar-
deners with all the flowering annsals
they need.

PM: How did you first get
to know Carl Schurz Park, and
the Conservancy?

BK:
45 years ago so I first knew of
the park then. I used to walk
a dog in the patk. I remember
the park back then was so dif-
ferent! Peter Pan had forsythia
everywhere at the time. It has

I lived here about

improved so much since then.
EH: T knew the patk orig-
inally because, even though my
family was from Connecticut,
we had family friends who lived
The
daughter and I became best

at One Gracie Squate.

friends, and we’d visit back and
forth. We would always walk
her dog in the park.

A while back, I used to
walk through Carl Schurz Park
to get to Randall’s Island. One
day I saw a sign about volun-
teeting and decided to sign up.
I always wanted to learn about
gardening. The other volun-
teers gave me gloves etc. and
told me to clean an area behind

the benches. It was such a fun

A ?‘ ‘ - ﬁ[’:’f ¢

Top: Ellen Halsted
Above: Bernhard Kessler

feeling to be able to do this kind
of great work on public prop-
erty. That was probably around
2005. Then T started helping
with the Plant ‘Sale’ in 2011.
BK: I would come to
help the Parks Department
Gardener, John Tweddle, and
then slowly I started coming
on monthly volunteer days and
became an official volunteer.
One day, in 2011, T was given
a zone garden near Peter Pan.
Ellen and T looked it up and we
think the fitst year we did the
Plant ‘Sale’ together was 2013.
PM: You both have been
involved for over a decade, so
what keeps you coming back?
BIK: Every time T walk in
the park it’s like entering a new
You leave the noise
behind, and the air is better. I

wotld.

12
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have always enjoyed garden-
ing and I get the same feeling
every time—Ilike walking into
a fairy tale, so quiet. I enjoy it
very much, even though now I
come less often. I still try to
garden about once a week.

EH: The Conservancy is
such a peaceful, integral and
wonderful place. The peo-
ple are so fabulous. I love the
whole Conservancy; the whole
idea of it and the way people
do things. Itis so impressive to
be a part of it. Having worked
in the airlines and dealt with
different types of manage-
ment, this is like a gift—I am
proud to be part of it.

PM: Our neighbors and
friends really are what make
this Conservancy so special.
Talk about the relationships
you’ve built since you’ve been
here.

BK: Yes, I feel that the
Conservancy pulls in so many
people, all these volunteers,
and they become a small fam-
ily of friends. People are happy
to see you and sometimes we
invite each other to events.
It’s like a big family. Everyone
seems to get along and every-
one is supportive.

EH: Everyone is so sup-
portive, which makes us all
kinder.

Its so neat. You get to
do what you love doing and
people thank you for it. And
now I'm learning about the
birds, trees, plants, lichen, bugs
and everything on our park
tours it is exciting to be a part
of a group that gives so much
rather than our having to look
it up and chase it. CSPC is a

Carl Schurz Park Conservancy | Spring 2020

Trees - Our Park’s Largest Workforce

Y Yeees, like all plants, need car-
A bon dioxide (CO2) to live.
They use it for photosynthesis

which provides them with the
carbon sugars they need to grow.
The carbon is stored as biomass.
The main human activities
that cause emissions of atmo-
spheric CO2 are fossil fuel use,
deforestation, and agticulture.
Not surprisingly, the United
States has the second highest
level of CO2 emissions in the
wotld! We need trees in our arse-
nal to offset this harmful gas.
calculations
show that the 700 trees in Catl
Schurz Patk store 350 tons
(700,000 pounds) of carbon.
Hach year these trees absorb

Our recent

30,000 pounds of carbon.
With the help of volunteers,
young and old, our CSPC horti-

S/

|
|
i
|

cultutist measured the circum-
ference of each trunk at breast
height (4 feet 10 inches) and
converted that into the standard
measure of Diameter at Breast
Height (DBH). We used cali-
pers for the small trees and long
tape measutes (and two people)
for the latge trees; we also mea-
sured the height of each tree
using a special laser. We collected
these data for our 700 trees, then
entered the age of each tree in
out data base. From the Parks
Department’s 1937  planting
records, we know that 200 trees
planted that year are stll with
us. Since 2001, Catl Schurz Park
Conservancy, along with the
Parks Department, has planted
356 trees. Of that total, 66 trees
were planted as part of the Mil-
lion Trees program and 53 were
planted recently after the sea wall
repait. The planting years of the

remaining trees are shrouded in
the mists of timel! \

In addition to acting as
valuable catbon sinks, our trees
absorb water duting storms, thus
intercepting rainfall that would
otherwise clog storm sewers.
This 1s vitally important in NYC
where storm water run-off fre-
quently ovetloads the system and
causes thousands of gallons of
raw sewage to spew into our sur-
rounding water ways. The leaves
of trees also absotb gases in the
air and reduce the amount of air
pollution each day.

Cleatly, an easy way to make
a difference is to plant trees or to
take good care of those you may
already have. After all, it may just
be one of the most important
legacies we leave behind.

Proverb: The best time to
plant a tree was 20 years ago; the

next best time is now.

real gift for the neighborhood.
PM: Have you learned from
this experience and have you
been able to teach others?

EH: We work with some
great gardeners; they inspire us
and we all learn quite a lot from
cach other. Ilearned everything
I know about gardening from
Pat Nadosy
is great. She makes us use the

Latin name for things which

other gardeners.

I try to remember by using

pneumonic devices. Luckily, it

wotks!

BK: You get to know peo-
ple who visit the park and some-
times they talk to you. They ask
questions about plants and how
we are doing, how many vol-
unteers we have, etc. I explain
that we need a lot of volunteers
to get the work done. People
come and ask and admire your
work; it’s a great experience.

PM: Anything  else?
Thoughts for the future of our

Park and Conservancy?

EH:  There is always
something to do to improve
the patk; our work will never
be donel!

BK: T think that ten years
from now that unless the volun-
teer group is rejuvenated, we’ll
all be in our 80s! We always
are looking for new volunteers.
We have a few younger peo-
ple who do come and help, but
we’re still the same group that
started 15-20 years ago—the
old die-hards!

www.catlschurzparknyc.org 13
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we’re not alone...
Thriving Wildlife in Our Park

Breeana George
Horticulturist

any people visit Catl

Schurz Patk to walk
their dogs, to play with their
children, to eat lunch on the
waterfront. It’s easy to over-
look the hundreds of crea-
tures who depend on our
patk for survival. Carl Schurz
Park is home to many species
of birds, flying and crawl-
ing insects and mammals.
Thousands more use it as
a stop-over on their migra-
All these liv-
ing creatures have one thing

tory journeys.

in common; they depend on
Carl Schurz Patk to provide
the resoutces they need to
live.

A thriving wildlife popu-
lation is vitally important. Tt
maintains balance and order,
with each group benefit-
ting from the others. These
checks and balances keep our

park running smoothly. Take
the lowly earth worm. Did
you know that they predate
dinosaurs or that they have 5
hearts? Worms will emerge
to grab a leaf snack and can
travel as much as 3 inches
down into the soil with it.
This action naturally aerates
and loosens soil, while their
waste adds desited nutrients.

Predators like the red-
tailed hawk call our park
home. Interestingly, New
York City’s utban environ-
ment provides the ideal con-
ditions for them to live and
raise their young. Through-
out the year, they easily stalk
rats and pigeons from our
tree canopy. I have person-
ally been a few feet away
from a hawk diving into an
ivy patch for its meal.

Of course, grey squit-
rels are everywhere so it
might surprise you to know
that they were neatly wiped
out in the eatly 1800s due
to rapid deforestation and
The Central
Park Menagerie, as the zoo

urbanization.

Above: A Red Tailed Hawk searching for its next meal.

was then called, reintroduced
them to the Ramble in 1877.
For generations, residents of
New York City have made it
a tradition to feed them.
Pigeons ate
friendly birds. A bit clumsy

social,

on the ground, they are
one of the swiftest birds
in steady, level flight. They
were once the most common
way of communication via
messenger. Pigeons, which
can live up to 20 years, are
extremely smart, can recog-
nize faces, and mate for life.
Like the rest of us, they also
love to sunbathe. If you see
a pigeon lying on its side in
the middle of walkway, don’t
worty. It’s just catching some
vitamin D.

Carl Schurz Park Con-
servancy 1s dedicated to the
establishment of a health-
ler ecosystem. We sttive to
be thoughtful in our plant
choices and judicious in
the maintenance of our

gardens. We are “natural-
izing” as many areas as pos-
sible and making sure to use
native plants which provide
the most benefit to our resi-
dent wildlife. We have many
“plant material only”
post bins throughout the

park. This allows our vol-

com-

unteer gardeners to recycle
herbaceous material and turn
it into nutrient rich com-
post. We are determined to
make Carl Schurz Park a true
shared space.

Jillian Zrebiec joins CSPC Board

illian Zrebiec, a longtime supporter of our Park and Conservancy, has stepped up to join our Board

of Directors. Jillian is a graduate of the Robert H. Smith School of Business at the University of
aryland. She spent a decade at John Wiley & Sons, where she focused on higher education, ptimarily
matketing college textbooks and coordinating large-scale events targeting professors and other educa-

tional professionals. She also worked on the team that pioneered the firm’s initial investments in emerg-
ing technologies such as eTextbooks, which involved cootdination with major electronic bookselling
platforms like Amazon and Barnes & Noble. Jillian currently stays at home raising two children on the

Upper East Side, whete she enjoys being an active member of the Parent Association at both of their

schools.

14 www.carlschurzparknyc.org
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Carl Schurz Park Conservancy
Event Calendar 2020

Volunteer
Gardening Day
February 15
March 7
April 18
May 16
June 13
September 19
October 17

November 14
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
East End Ave.
at 86" Street

Easter E
Scavenger Hunt
Sunday, April 5
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Throughout the park

Plant “Sale”
Saturday, May 9
9:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.
(Rain date May 10)
East End Ave.
at 86" Street

Make Music
New York
Friday, June 19
4:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m.
City-wide concert series!
Celebrate the first day
of summer! In
collaboration with
Manhattan Borough
President,

Gale Brewer
Jobn Finley Walk at the top
of 86th St. staircase.

Summer Sounds
Open-Air
Concerts

Chuck Braman
Trumpet Saxophone
Quintet
Wednesday, July 8
7:00 p.m. to
8:30 p.m.

Jobn Finley Walk at the top
of 86th St. staircase.

Steve Shaiman
and Swingtime
Big Band!
Eleventh appearance!
Wednesday, July 22
7:00 p.m. to
8:30 p.m.

John Finley Walk at the top
of 861h St. staircase.

The 48th Annual
Gracie Square
Art Show
Saturday and Sunday,
September 12 and 13
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
East End Avenne
Srom 84" 10 88" St.
(Rain or shine)

WWW.Z2sas1ycC.org

Harvest Festival
Saturday, October 17
12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m.
(Rain date October 24)
Playground ar
84th St. and
Peter Pan Walk

Halloween Howl
and Healthy
Hound Fair

Sunday, October 18
12 noon to 3:00 p.m.
(Rain date October 25)
Basketball/ Hockey Court
at 84th St.and
John Finley Walk

]

e
-

- .
'Holiday
Tree Lighting
Sunday, December 6
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
(Rain, snow or shine)
East End Ave.
at 86th St.
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HOW TO DONATE
Donate Online

For online donations, visit www.catlschurzparknyc.org

Matching Gifts

If your employer matches gifts, please follow their matching
gift protocol to initiate the match; we will complete the pro-
cess to multiply your support.

Planned Giving

Please consider including the Conservancy as a
beneficiary of your estate. You may call our office
to speak with us.

Stock Gifts

For instructions on how to donate stock, please call

or e-mail our office.

Please mail your gift to:

Carl Schurz Park Conservancy

1483 York Avenue, #20523, New York, NY 10075-1021
212-459-4455

Printer Jim Ayers, www.ayersco.com

This publication and its mailing materials are recyclable.
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Photo by: Judy Howard
Carl Schurz Park Consetvancy Mission Statement

The mission of Carl Schurz Park Conservancy is to restore and
beautify Carl Schurz Park, complementing the efforts of the New
Yotk City Department of Parks and Recreation. Our goal is to
enhance the public’s enjoyment and involvement in the Park. The
Consetvancy organizes volunteers to execute its projects and spon-

sots community events that ate open to all.

Board of Directors Patrick K. McCluskey

Judy Howazrd, Chair Executive Director

Larry McCaffrey, Vice-Chair Ann Meschery

Pat Nadosy, Vice-Chair Director of In-Patk Events
Louise Radin, Treasurer Breeana George

Clare Thomas, Sectetary Horticulturist

Banford Weissmann

JP Connolly Master Gardener

Susan Heide Jessica Goetz

Lisa Latcholia Operations Associate
Claire Mann

Barbara O’Connor Contact Us:

Marvin Sandler 212-459-4455

Diantha Schull patrick@carlschurzparknyc.org
Roland Villacorta

Jillian Zrebiec
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