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In May of 2024, the Conservancy will be 50 years old. On 
May 9, 1974, to be exact, The Carl Schurz Park Associa-

tion was incorporated, making it the first of its kind in all 
of New York City.

What began as a small volunteer group, concentrating 
on the children’s playground, blossomed into Carl Schurz 
Park Conservancy, with three full-time and four part-
time employees, hundreds of volunteers, and numerous 
contractors.

The scope and breadth of our work has grown through 
the decades and is reflected in the beauty of Carl Schurz 
Park today.

We are proud to report that this year we topped a 
quarter of a million dollars in structural improvements 
alone!

We owe our success to our committed supporters and 
our volunteers and staff who pour their hearts and souls 
into the Park each and every day.

This edition of Park Notes is dedicated to everyone 
who helped us along the way. We hope you will enjoy 
Conservancy highlights as we celebrate 50 years of 
stewardship and look ahead to many more.

Judy Howard
Chair, Board of Directors

Chairperson’s Letter

Over $250,000 on stair repairs! 
2023 was our best year yet!

This year’s biggest 
achievement was the total 
restoration of both the 
northern and southern sets 
of pram stairs, at the back of 
the 86th Street Allee.

In addition, the final 
seven benches located 
within the park, just west of 
Gracie Mansion, were fully 
restored.

Lastly, more woodland 
gardens and erosion control 
materials were installed 
throughout the park.

To our delight, bird and 
insect activity has markedly 
increased.

Luke Cohen joins staff 
Luke serves as 

the Operations 
Manager of Carl 
Schurz Park 
Conservancy. In his 
role, he is involved in 
day-to-day activities 
of the Conservancy 
ensuring all operations 
run smoothly and 
efficiently.

He works closely 
with Executive 
Director Patrick 
McCluskey and the 
Board of Directors. 
He is responsible 
for assisting in the development and execution of 
fundraising strategies to support the Conservancy, 
maintaining internal protocols to protect assets, and 
organizing and ensuring the accuracy of financial 
documentation.

Prior to joining the Conservancy staff, Luke 
worked for media relations agencies across a number 
of B2B tech, consumer tech and CPG clients. He was 
born and raised in nearby Westchester county and is 
now based in NYC.

He is passionate about helping the Conservancy 
create a better place for the next generation.

Top, the restored staircase.  Above, before.
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50 Years of Volunteers!



50 Years of Stewardship

1981/82
Children’s Spring Party and 

Fall Hayride Established

1988
First Caroling in the Park
Pictured here, the Chapin 

Choral Club

1974
Carl Schurz Park Association

Registered as a 501(c)3 Non-Profit

1984
Mayor Koch, Commissioner Stern, 

Assemblyman Grannis and Parks Council 
Director Bamford Plant Bulbs

1995
Carl’s Dog Run Installed

Association Takes Over Maintenance

Association President 
Laura Mayer Speaks to Neighbors
at the Graice Square Art Show

1998
Association President 

Laura Mayer Steps Down, 
David Williams Replaces Her

2003
Volunteer Gardening Group Formalized

1996
Dog Run Halloween 

Howl is Started

2004
Bench Plaque Program Begins

2006
The Hoop Garden Restoration

Above: Hoop Garden, 2003
Right: Hoop Garden, 2015

 2006
David Williams becomes first 

Executive Director and Judy Howard 
Assumes Board Chair

2005
Summer Sounds

Concert Series Begins



50 Years of Stewardship

2014
Weathervanes Installed
on Playground Pergola

2010 
Esplanade Bed
 Restoration

2008
Circle Lawn Restoration

2006
The Association becomes 

the Conservancy 
to better reflect mission

2012 
Little Park on the River Published

2008
Lawn Maintenance Contractors Hired

2014
Patrick McCluskey
 Joins Conservancy,
Becomes ED in 2017

Left: Circle Lawn, December 2002
Above: Circle Lawn ,December 2009

2014
Carved Stone Carl Schurz Park

Entry Signs are Replaced

2022
Earth Day Event and 

Year-Round Exhibit Created

2018
Full Time Gardener Position

Created, Breeana George Hired

2006
Sunset Film

 Festival Begins

2012
Parkwide Infrastructure 

Restoration Begins

Below: Stonework Before
Left: Stonework After

2010
Tree Pruning

 Program Begins

2023
Above Normal Maintenance,
CSPC Spends over $300,000

on Infrastructure Restoration

2021
Garbage Can 

Replacement Begins
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$75,000 and above
Donald A. Pels Charitable Trust
Pat and Peter Nadosy

$25,000 to $39,999
Joan Haffenreffer Bartsch 
     and David Bartsch
Thomas and Miriam Farmakis
Larry and Judy Howard
Fritz Beshar and Peter Lehner
Fiona and Eric Rudin

$15,000 to $24,999
Kit Howard
Clare and Jerry Thomas
The Winston Foundation
Jillian and J.L. Zrebiec

$10,000 to $14,999
Thia Breen and Laurie Dowley
Suzanne and Matt Donohoe
Larry and Mary McCaffrey
Mary and Garrett Moran
Christine and Rodman Patton
Donald M. Roberts
Douglas and Monica Taylor
Carla and Roland Villacorta

$5,000 to $9,999
John and Alexandra Amorosi
Sandye Berger
Brook Berlind
Tom and Marcia Borger
Janice and Kevin Brunner
JP Connolly
Celeste Ford and Fredric Leopold
Nicholas and Vania Freund
Mary Salinger Glucksman
Barney and Julia Hallingby
Susan Heide

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT 
Carl Schurz Park Conservancy is grateful to all those who made a contribution between 

January 1, 2023 and December 31, 2023. Without your vital support, our efforts 
at improving the park would be greatly diminished.

Ed and Caroline Hyman
Joanna Jen
Daniel and Stacy Kesten
Lisa and Philip Latcholia
Albert Leonetti and 
     Ruth Anna Carlson
Leonard Majzlin
Claire and Chris Mann
Barbara and Thomas O’Connor
One Gracie Square Corporation
Elizabeth Pompa
Louise Radin and Leonard Kreynin
Holly Meeker Rom
Marvin and Mimi Sandler
Walter and Diantha Schull
Haitham and Elizabeth Wahab

$2,500 to $4,999
Karen and Lewis Altfest
Stan and Susan W. Bernstein
LeeAnn and Jeff Black
Lisa and Dick Cashin
Emma Colleary
Todd Crider and Pilar Secada
Jodie Eastman
Howard and Sylvia Egelberg
Lucia Keller
Vikram Kumar
Ben and Cameron Leax
Julie A. Luttinger 
     and Charlie Graves
Margaret Mellon 
     Hitchcock Foundation
Mary F. Miller
Maureen Moreau
Maurine Packard
Patty and Peter Paine
Yvonne S. Quinn
Adam Reinhart
Taylor Reinhart

Emily and James Satloff
Melissa and Stephen Shapiro
Begum and Will Taft
YingYing Tang
Anne Alexis Coté Taylor
Mary and David Tobin
Nancy Young and Paul Ford
Deborah Miller Zabel 
     and William D. Zabel
Janet and Larry Zinn
Anonymous (3)

$1,000 to $2,499
Eric Altmann
Doug and Elena Atkin
Marion Bachrach 
     and Jonathan Siegfried
Paul Baranay
Mitchell and Ronda Benson
Deborah Berke 
     and Peter D. McCann, M.D.
Donald and Susan Brant
Howard and Ellen Brecher
Pat and Stanley Brilliant
Neil and Jean Coleman
Dr. Florence Comite
Susan and Greg Danilow
Degnan Family Foundation
Beth Rudin DeWoody
Judy Donahue 
     and Bruce LaFranchi

Elizabeth and Anthony Enders
Florence V. Burden Foundation
Suzette Garafano
Dolly and Jack Geary
Ellen Gendler and James Salik
Ted and Hilary Giuliano
Emily and Joshua Glassman
John and Kiendl Gordon
Sarah Gould and David Steinhardt
Shirin and Brad Green
Jo Hallingby
Ellen K. Halsted
Phil and Nicole Hart
Betty and Ed Heilman
Lauren Heinz
Don Ihde 
      and Linda Einhorn-Ihde
Karen and Peter Jakes
Pamela Jones
Kim Konigsberg
Judith Krassner
Regina Goldman Krumholz 
     and Richard Krumholz
Amy Kuhn and Stuart Rosow
Joseph and Barbara Lane
Suydam Lansing
The Lawrence N. and 
     Alice L. Friedland Foundation
Christopher and Cathy Lawrence
Andrew Lerner
Roger and Florence Liddell

The Loughridge 
     Williams Foundation
Anne Marie Macari
Meghan and Trevor Magyar
Reina Marin and Emilio Bassini
Maureen McCallister 
     and Charles Platt
Kazie Metzger and John C. Harvey
Margaret and Charles Nastro
Thomas and Lisa Newell
Claudia and Gunnar Overstom
Susan Porter
Lee and Nick Potter
Alison and Scott Ramsey
Blake and Monique Rollins
Kenneth Roman
David and Jamie Rosen
Amy and William Rosenblum
Lisa Roumell and Mark Rosenthal
Lily-Hayes and Matthew Salzberg
Pam and Scott Schafler
Gregg and Lisa Schenker
Jeffrey and Cari Schnipper
Ira and Jody Schwartz
Kate Seib-Keenan 
     and Eoghan Keenan
Barbara and Kenneth Seplow
Juliet and Nigel Sharrock
Katerina and Robert Shaw
Bill and Fay Shutzer
Moses Silverman 
     and Betty Robbins

Karen Sue Smith 
     and Rose Frances DiMartino
Michael Spolan
Ranjan and Chandrika Tandon
John and Louisa Troubh
Monica and Andrew Vogelstein
Charles Wall
Dianne Weisheit-Olenick
Nancy York
Estelle Irene Young, M.D.
Salvatore J. and Patricia Zizza

$500 to $999
Ellen Agress
Renee Ascher
Ellen Asher
Terri Asiel
Lauren and Jason Behfarin
Mark Bintinger 
     and Karen Schwichtenberg
Thomas and Inbal Brener
Nancy Bronstein 
     and Joseph Sponholz
Jim and Joan Burke
Jeff and Connie Collier
Kim Cook and Mark Mahoney
Kenny and Alex Creed
Brenda and Tom Curnin
Bettina and Brian Decker
Cisco and Megan C. del Valle
Dorian’s Seafood Market
Stephanie Drivas

Stanley J. Dusek
Thomas and Claudia Eff
Nicholas and Emily Elliot
Barbara Feigin
Amy and Howard Feller
Jose W. Fernandez
Erin and Peter Friedland
Linda and Harold Friedman
Bradley Gardiner
Judy Garson 
     and Steve Rappaport
Katherine Gibson 
     and Charles Cowing
Stephen Grambling 
     and Luciana Vieira
Madelon and Jerald Grobman
Vanessa Groce
Lynn Halpern
Francine Le Roux Haskell 
     and John H. F. Haskell, Jr.
John and Felicia Hendrix
Mary Henry
Caterina Hioe
Thomas Hitchcock, III
Eleanor and Leigh Hoagland
Risa Honig
Russel Huang
John J. Huber, III
Richard and Patricia Jay
Lynn Kearney
Marc Klahr
Lance and Alison Kleinberg

Steve Klugman and Mary Faucher
Jaime Melissa Knopman, M.D.
Lexie Komisar and Jon Kurland
Joel Kurtzberg
Terry and Tom Lamb
Alfred and Carol Landess
Mari Langer
Ann Lozman
Art and Nancy Lutzke
Tamara Makris
Steve and Dorian Mecir
Sage Mehta 
     and Michael Robinson
Mia M. Mochizuki, Ph.D.
Thomas Morris
Karen J. Nelson
David and Melanie Niemiec
Robert and Patricia O’Brien
Stuart Orsher and Gladys George
Robert and Daphne Philipson
Anthony and Susana Piscitiello
Charlotte and Afsah Quadri
Kathryn Quigley
Susan and Steven Rautenberg
Kevin A. Rinker
Ali and Ian Rorick
Ellen Rosen
Jonathan Rozoff
Martin Satz
Ruth Calvin Scharf
Barry Seager
continued on page 14...

Heartfelt thanks for hosting
a spectacular evening for the 

2023 Party on the Park
The Chapin School

And continued thanks for hosting 
our annual Volunteer Appreciation Day.
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David D. Williams
Executive Director Emeritus

For me, it began mit 
hund.
I’d been asked by the 

then-Association President, 
Laura Mayer, to put out 
an APB on their, and the 
Parks Department’s plans to 
build a dog run in the Park. 
I leaned on the famously 
close-knit community of 
dog owners to gather round 
at a meeting planned to 
be held in the now (also 
famously?...) long gone and 
lamented Doctors Hospital.

We gathered. We spoke. 
We volunteered and we 
cohered.

That cohesion begat the 
two dog runs in the Park; 
the Halloween Howl; and 
countless relationships, 
friendships and tall tales 
and tails.

For my part, it began 
a decade +/- long bond 

Thank You Board Member Marvin Sandler 

Marvin and Mimi Sandler

After years of devoted 
service, beloved board 

member, Marvin Sandler 
is stepping down. He and 
his wife Mimi have been 
long time Conservancy 
supporters.

In 2009, the Sandler’s 
donated $50,000 to fully 
redesign the two large, 
raised garden beds on the 
Esplanade at 86th Street. 
These days you will often 
find Marvin, Mimi and 
their adorable pup Gilda 
strolling through the park 
they love; the park they 
had so much involvement 
in beautifying.

Thank you, Marvin; 
See you in the Park!

with the organization that, 
hopefully, made the Park 
and the community an even 
more enviable place to live, 
raise a family, engender 
friendships and, if lucky, 
cherish the canine by one’s 
side.

Together, during 
those times, we grew the 
organization in so many 
ways. Building on the good 
bones of the enterprise, 
we professionalized many 
of the operations; we 
put the playground, its 
programs, and its physical 
plant into overdrive; we 
launched the Sunset Film 
Festival; Summer Sounds; 
the aforementioned 
Halloween Howl. And 
after some false starts, hit 
a sweet spot and produced 
a cherished Holiday Tree 
Lighting. With the most 
glorious centerpiece tree 
north of 47th Street.

And the Gracie Square 
Art Show, ongoing before 
I stepped into my role, 
flourished anew thanks to 
people like Ann Meschery, 
the doyenne of Park 
events.

Finally, realizing that 
in order to reach some of 
the goals we set, we went 
from a small, all volunteer-
based enterprise to one 
supported by full- and 
part-time staff. Myself, I 
went from Chair of the 
Dog Run committee; to 
Board Member; to Chair 
of the Board; to, finally, 
Executive Director.

Truly, it was a great ride 
and a great partnership. 
I had the opportunity 
to work with and get to 
know the community’s 
and the City’s public 
servants: from officers 
of the 19th precinct; 
to the NY Senate and 

Assembly; City Council; 
Parks Department and 
numerous community 
groups. Lucky me.

So, what’s the opposite 
of collateral damage? 
“Collateral enhancement” 
maybe? Perhaps the best 
collateral enhancement 
for me has been the 
lasting friendships from 
my work with all the 
generous, talented and 
professional people I met 
and worked with along the 
Conservancy path. 

Friends for life, I bet.
In no small way, I owe 

it all to Hank, the English 
black lab that made it to 
98 in dog years. His collar 
was then passed on to Jack, 
a rescue black lab that 
made it to, ahem, 116 in 
dog years. It’s Thom, now, 
age 3, who fills that roll.

Heady days. Again, 
lucky me.

Gathered. 

Cohered.

Spoke.
Volunteered.We

One of the redesigned donor beds on the Esplanade at 86th Street.
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Summer Sounds
Open-Air Concerts

Steve Shaiman and 
Swingtime Big Band! 
Wednesday, July 17th

7:00 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m.

John Finley Walk at the 
top of 86th St. staircase.

Steel Impressions 
Caribbean Band

Wednesday, July 24th
7:00 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m.
John Finley Walk at the 
top of 86th St. staircase.

Sunset Films
“Life’s Journeys”

Migration
Wednesday, August 7th

8:30pm
Basketball/Hockey 
Court at 84th St.

Finding Nemo
Wednesday, August 14th

8:30pm
Basketball/Hockey 
Court at 84th St.

$500 to $999 continued 
Eric Shea
Anne P. Sidamon-Eristoff
Matthew and Priscilla Snyder
John Spellman 
     and Cynthia McCollum
Graham and Marieke Spence
Louise H. Stephaich
Sandy and Dan Stoller
Anna M. Varghese 
     and Michael F. Berger
Kathy Walsh and Gene Bernstein
Lenore M. Weber
Steven Weissman
David D. Williams
Barbra and Barrett Wolf
Kathy and Tim Wright
Anonymous (3)

$250 to $499
Rebecca and Alberto Acosta
Peter and Alice Alderman
Carlton R. and Florence Asher
Kenneth Barkoff 
     and Denise Caplane
Julie and Michael Behuniak
Gary and Shari Belitz
Ashley and Edward Benton
Alan Bernstein
Martha and Richard Birnbaum
Max Bookman
Susan and David Bressman
Peter Buffington
Jill Byatt
Jane Chirurg
Jean Christenson
Jan Colucci
Linda DeCherrie
Carla and Frank DeSimone
Kumar and Kavita Dharmarajan
Mrs. William M. Evarts, Jr.
Marilyn and Bob Fassberg
Suzanne Fawbush 
     and Chris Grisanti
Robin Feuerstein
Brett Fischer
Sandra Lotz Fisher
Rocky and Sarah Fishman

Sharon Flescher
Judith Fox and David Loomer
Barbara Frankfurt
Colleen Frey
Judy A. Friedman
Raul Gallegos
Fay Gambee
Jean and John Geater
Anatole and Nancy Gershman
Jenny Gillette
Roz Goldberg
Donald Graff
Richard E. 
     and Patricia Dunn Grey
Anthony Grieco
Stuart and Joan Gross
Judith and Morton E. Grosz
Nimet Habachy
Carol J. Haley
Mary Lynn Halland
Gary Heinze
Molly and David Helfet
Susan and Elliot Hershman
Amanda and Adam Hinckley
Lewis Hoff
Janet Hoover
Bonnie L. Howard 
     and Charles M. Charrow
Peter Huefner
Carolyn Golden Ilberman 
     and Alan Ilberman
Kristin and Howard Johnson
Peter Keenan
Brendan Koeth
Mark Leininger
Peter Levinson 
     and Pamela Sweeney
Phyllis Levitin and James Shaw
Susan Lewis and Scott Brodie
Toni and Ken Liebman
Frances Lippa 
     and Frederick Rohn
Greta G. Loomis
Christine A. MacLaughlin
Robert and Cornelia Marakovits
Martin L. Markowitz
Jeanne and Joseph Mazzetti
Stephen and Carolyn McCandless

Ann Meschery
Phebe Miller
Deanna and John Neiers
Robert and Anita Nelson
Janice and Yoji Nimura
Kristen O’Connell
Ottomanelli Brothers
Katherine Phillips
Rhonda Pohl and Mark Feldman
Fredi Pomerance
Dennis Powers
Carol Quinn
Jennifer Ratner
Judith and Bruce Rich
Neil Roman
Julie and Rick Ruvkun
Stephen Sachman 
     and Alexia Quadrani Sachman
Edith Salton
Kristin Sansone and Jim Helmus
Dianne Schoenthal
Judith and Leslie Schreyer
Eric and Erica Schwartz
Sue Schwartz 
     and Howard Muchnick
Dan Schwarzkopf
Christine A. Smith
Elizabeth Smith and Igor Fuks
Joseph Smith
Ward and Carolyn Smith
Michelle Song
Ronald Straci
Gary Strauss
Susan and Edward Sultan
Caroline Sutton and Neil Olson
David and Melite Sweet
Doria Tenca
Donna Thomas
Bonnie Uslianer 
     and Rick Lepsinger
Jonathan Vapnek
Eugen and Roxana Vartolomei
Nicholas Viest
Emily and Thomas Vitale
Ray and Susan Volpe
Mary Kay Vyskocil
Yuka Wakino
Karin Waldbrand

Arete Warren
Jane and Robert Watson
Gillian Weindling
Mariana and Michael Weiss
Gilbert Wise
Ignacio Yulis
Michelle Yun and John Kubiak
Gigi Zimmer
Anonymous (1)

And over 400 contributors 
whose donations of $1 to $249 
totaled more than $30,000.
Heartfelt thanks to Yura on 
East End for their donation of 
breakfast to the Gracie Square 
Art Show.

Join the 
Peter Pan Society

Carl Schurz Park 
Conservancy created The 

Peter Pan Society to honor those 
who include CSPC in their 
estate planning. 

Since it’s inception, we 
have had numerous neighbors 
join by advising us of their plans 
to include Carl Schurz Park 
Conservancy in their estate. 
These gifts will have a lasting 
impact on the Conservancy’s 
ability to maintain and improve 
our Park.  

Contact Executive Director, 
Patrick McCluskey, for more 
information.

Event Calendar 2024
Volunteer Days

February 10th
March 9th
April 13th
May 18th
June 8th

September 14th
October 19th
November 9th

9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
East End Ave/86th Street

Registration Required

Earth Day
Celebration

Saturday, April 20th
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Throughout the Park

Annual Plant “Sale”
Saturday, May 11th
9 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
(Rain date May 12th)

East End Ave. 
at 86th Street

The 50th Annual
Gracie Square

Art Show
Saturday and Sunday, 
September 7th and 8th
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

East End Avenue 
from 84th to 88th St.

(Rain or shine)
www.gsasnyc.org

Harvest Festival
Sunday, October 13th

1:00pm to 3:00 p.m.
Playground at 
84th St. and 

Peter Pan Walk

Halloween Howl 
and Healthy 
Hound Fair

Sunday, October 20th 
12 noon to 3:00 p.m. 
(Rain date October 27th)

Basketball/Hockey Court 
at 84th St.and 

John Finley Walk

Holiday 
Tree Lighting

Sunday, December 8th 
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

(Rain, snow or shine)
East End Ave. 

at 86th St.

Movie night at Carl Schurz Park
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HOW TO DONATE
Donate Online
For online donations, visit www.carlschurzparknyc.org

Please mail your gift to:
Carl Schurz Park Conservancy 
1483 York Avenue, #20523, New York, NY 10075-1021 
212-459-4455

Matching Gifts
If your employer matches gifts, please follow their matching 
gift protocol to initiate the match; we will complete the process 
to multiply your support. 

Planned Giving
Please consider including the Conservancy as a beneficiary of 
your estate by joining our Peter Pan Society. You may call our 
office to speak with us.

Stock Gifts
For instructions on how to donate stock to CSPC, please call 
or e-mail our office. 

Carl Schurz Park Conservancy Mission Statement
The mission of Carl Schurz Park Conservancy is to restore and beautify Carl 
Schurz Park, complementing the efforts of the New York City Department 
of Parks and Recreation. Our goal is to enhance the public’s enjoyment and 
involvement in the Park. The Conservancy organizes volunteers to execute 
its projects and sponsors community events that are open to all.

Printer: Jim Ayers, A. L. Ayers Printing        Design: Patrick K. McCluskey
This publication and its mailing materials are recyclable.

Board of Directors
Judy Howard, Chair
Pat Nadosy, Vice-Chair
Janice Brunner, Treasurer
Diantha Schull, Secretary
JP Connolly
Susan Heide
Dan Kesten
Lisa Latcholia
Claire Mann
Larry McCaffrey
Barbara O’Connor
Louise Radin
Clare Thomas
Roland Villacorta
Mariana Weiss
Jillian Zrebiec

Patrick K. McCluskey 
   Executive Director
Ann Meschery
   Director of Public Events
Breeana George
   Horticulture Manager
Crystal Woblan
   Horticulture Associate
Luke Cohen 
   Operations Manager
Banford Weissmann 
   Master Gardener
Gavilan Longino 
   Cartage Supervisor

Manhattan-henge from the Carl Schurz Park Cherry Allée. 


