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There’s no place like home!  After reading that line, 
many of you will immediately think of The Wizard 

of Oz.  I admit to visions of ruby slippers, but I also 
fondly think of Carl Schurz Park.

How lucky we are to have such a magnificent resource 
nearby.  Our park is small enough to feel intimate, yet 
large enough to accommodate a wide range of activities.  
It provides access to the outdoor space we all seek and 
to health benefits we can all use.

It may not be the perfect urban escape, but the ease 
of use and rock-bottom cost gets it close.  For certain, 
more time spent outdoors will make escaping from 
urban stress much less of an issue. 

In this edition of Park Notes, we will highlight some 
of the spots one might find to relax and take a “mini 
vacation” from the day.  Now to find my meditation 
app, take a few cleansing breaths and…………… 

Judy Howard
Chair, Board of Directors

Chairperson’s Letter $600,000 in restorations 
Over the past 18 months the Conservancy has 

continued its systematic restoration of the 
hardscape.  Both the northern and southern stairs 
at the front and back of the Cherry Allée as well 
as the walkway to the northeastern stairs, were 
restored at a cost of $600,000.  
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There’s No Place Like Home!
Urban Escape is as Easy as a Trip to the Park

Almost nothing beats a fabulous vacation: exotic sights, 
delicious food, mind-blowing experiences, crowded 

airports, cancelled flights, long waits, restless crowds, 
costly bills!!!!! Yikes. Let’s face it, if you don’t have copious 
amounts of time and money or the bandwidth to deal with 
the difficulties of modern-day travel, we have a suggestion.

True, it’s not inventive or exclusive or worthy of boasting 
about. However, it is quick, easy and cost free. A trip to Carl 
Schurz Park may help reduce stress immeasurably. You may 
even leave feeling calm, refreshed and ready to tackle the 
rest of your day.

We’re not talking about walking through while glued to 
your phone and ear buds, but rather a purposeful trip to sit, 
relax and quietly focus on peaceful sights and sounds. Yes, 
there are still pockets of calm to be found in the park.

So next time you find yourself stressing out, why not 
give a visit to the park a try!



4      www.carlschurzparknyc.org



www.carlschurzparknyc.org      5



6      www.carlschurzparknyc.org

Carl Schurz Park Conservancy | 2025

$100,000 and above
Anonymous

$75,000-$99,999
Donald A. Pels Charitable Trust
Ginette B. Becker Bequest

$50,000 to $74,999
Pat and Peter Nadosy

$25,000 to $49,999
Fritz Beshar and Peter Lehner
Joan Haffenreffer Bartsch and    
       David Bartsch
Kit Howard
Larry and Judy Howard

$15,000 to $24,999
Winston Foundation
Larry and Mary McCaffrey
Jillian and J.L. Zrebiec

$10,000 to $14,999
Janice and Kevin Brunner
Laurie Dowley
Miriam and Thomas Farmakis
Mary and Garrett Moran
Donald M. and Sally Roberts
Margaret J. Smith
Douglas and Monica Taylor
Clare and Jerry Thomas
Ruth Ziegler Bequest

$5,000 to $9,999
Sandye Berger
Thomas and Marcia Borger
JP Connolly
The Deaton Family
Celeste Ford and Fredric Leopold
Nicholas and Vania Freund
One Gracie Square Corporation
Mary S. Glucksman

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT 
Carl Schurz Park Conservancy is grateful to all those who made a contribution between 

January 1, 2024 and December 31, 2024. 
Without your vital support, our efforts at improving the park would be greatly diminished.

Susan Heide
Ed and Caroline Hyman
Daniel and Stacy Kesten
Lisa and Philip Latcholia
Claire and Chris Mann
Mary F. Miller
Barbara and Thomas O’Connor
Louise Radin and Leonard Kreynin
Holly Meeker Rom
Emily and James Satloff
Diantha Schull
Anne Alexis Coté Taylor
Toni Marisa Gallo Memorial Fund
Carla and Roland Villacorta
Haitham and Elizabeth Wahab
Mariana and Michael Weiss

$2,500 to $4,999
Brook Berlind
Stan and Susan W. Bernstein
Matthew Blaze 
Lara Bonomo 
Julie Burns
Kylie Cohn
Neil and Jean Coleman
Lorraine Dispenza
Vicki, Ricky and Cathy Edelman 
Friends of Sophia
Dolly and Jack Geary
Edward Gerardo
David Greene
Megan Heanue-Sachdev 
Lucia Kellar
Laura Kieler
Reto Kohler and Angela Cahill
Judith Krassner
Meghan and Trevor Magyar 
Andrea Marinbach and
      Myron Cohen 
Mia M. Mochizuki, Ph.D
Maurine Packard
Patty and Peter Paine

Yvonne S. Quinn
Mae Rouhani and 
     Joseph Madaghiele
Sam Sayeed 
Miriam and Michael Schecter 
Melissa and Stephen Shapiro
Fleur Sohtz
Lara Stein
Mary and David Tobin
John and Louisa Troubh
Gilbert Wise 
Estelle Irene Young, M.D. 
Nancy Young and Paul Ford
Anonymous (2)

$1,000 to $2,499
Eric Altman
Mohini Aras and Vikram Suresh
Nina Ariowitsch
Terri Asiel
Doug and Elena Atkin
Marion Bachrach 
     and Jonathan Siegfried
Alan Bell
Deborah Berke and 
     Peter D. McCann, M.D.
Mark Bintinger and 
     Karen Schwichtenberg
Ronda Bixon and Mitchell Benson
Donald and Susan Brant
Howard and Ellen Brecher
Peter Buffington
Lisa and Dick Cashin
Debevoise and Plimpton
Degnan Family Foundation
Beth Rudin DeWoody
Judy Donahue and 
     Bruce Lafranchi
Dorian’s Seafood Market
Jodie Eastman
Elizabeth and Anthony Enders
Robert Fagenson

Florence V. Burden Foundation
Ellen Gendler and James Salik
Ted and Hilary Giuliano
John and Kiendl Gordon
Sarah Gould and
     David Steinhardt
Shirin and Brad Green
Jo Hallingby
Ellen K. Halsted
Lesley Harrison
Phil and Nicole Hart
Betty and Ed Heilman
Livia Helmer
Don Ihde and Linda Einhorn-Ihde
Karen and Peter Jakes
Pamela Jones
Lynn Kearney
Janice Kim and Sammy Suzuki
Regina Goldman Krumholz and    
     Richard Krumholz
Amy Kuhn and Stuart Rosow
Terry and Tom Lamb
Joseph and Barbara Lane
Suydam Lansing
Christopher and Cathy Lawrence
Valerie Leitman and Jack A. Russell
Albert Leonetti and 
     Ruth Anna Carlson
Andrew Lerner
Roger and Florence Liddell
Julie A. Luttinger and 
     Charlie Graves
Anne Marie Macari
Reina Marin and Emilio Bassini
Steve and Dorian Mecir
Kazie Metzger and 
     John C. Harvey
Stephen Morgan
Margaret and Charles Nastro
Carol Nehring
Barbara Nessim and 
     Jules Demchick
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Claudia and Gunnar Overstrom
Susan Porter
Alison and Scott Ramsey
Blake and Monique Rollins
Kenneth Roman
Amy and William Rosenblum
Brendan and Jill Ryan
Lily-Hayes and 
     Matthew Salzberg
Pam and Scott Schafler
Ruth Calvin Scharf
Jeffrey and Cari Schnipper
Lisa Schultz
Ira and Jody Schwartz
Barbara and Kenneth Seplow
Juliet and Nigel Sharrock
Bill and Fay Shutzer
Moses Silverman and 
     Betty Robbins
Theresa and John Sprague
Begum and Will Taft
Ranjan and Chandrika Tandon
The Loughridge 
     Williams Foundation
Susan Tucker
Samantha Viglienghi
Monica and Andrew Vogelstein
Charles Wall
Arete Warren
Dianne Weisheit-Olenick
Wildcat Productions
David D. Williams
Anonymous (1)

$500 to $999
Ellen Agress
Barbara Asch
Renee Ascher
Ellen Asher
Paul Baranay
Susan and David Bressman
Nancy Bronstein and 
     Joseph Sponholz
Jill Byatt
Megan Brody Chernin and 
     Peter Chernin
Jane Chirurg
Dee Clayman
Jeff and Connie Collier
Kim Cook and Mark Mahoney
Kenny and Alex Creed
Brenda and Tom Curnin
Linda DeCherrie
Cisco and Megan C. del Valle
Stephanie Drivas
Stanley J. Dusek
Thomas and Claudia Eff
Nicholas and Emily Elliot
Nicholas and Carrie Farmakis
Barbara Feigin
Amy and Howard Feller
Jose W. Fernandez
Judith Fox and David Loomer
Colleen Frey
Lawrence and Alice Friedland
Linda and Harold Friedman
Bradley Gardiner
Suzette Garofano

Judy Garson and Steve Rappaport
Katherine Gibson and 
     Charles Cowing
Timothy and Karen Goodell
Lynn Halpern
Gary Heinze
Molly and David Helfet
John and Felicia Hendrix
Mary Henry
Daniel Herron
Catarina Hioe
Eleanor and Leigh Hoagland
Risa Honig
Janet Hoover
Russel Huang
John J. Huber, III
Pamela Huttenberg
Anthony and Joan Japha
Richard and Patricia Jay
Thomas and Simi Kahn
Steven Klugman and
     Mary Faucher
Lexie Komisar and Jon Kurland
Kim Konigsberg
Carol Landess
Mari Langer
Ben and Cameron Leax
Michelle and Andrew Levine
James and Amira Luikart
Christine A. MacLaughlin
Heather Masciotti
Jeanne and Joseph Mazzetti
Stephen and Carolyn McCandless
Sage Mehta and Michael Robinson

John and Amy Melican
Marilyn and John Moller
Thomas Morris
Connie Mugno
Karen J. Nelson
Thomas and Lisa Newell
David and Melanie Niemiec
Robert and Patricia O’Brien
Stuart Orsher and Gladys George
Cynthia Osman
Steve Parrish
Carol and Nicholas Paumgarten
Lee and Nick Potter
Kathryn Quigley
Susan and Stephen Rautenberg
Lisa Roumell and 
      Mark Rosenthal
Julie and Rick Ruvkun
Judith Samuelson
Marvin and Mimi Sandler
Martin Satz
Anne P. Sidamon-Eristoff
Kate Seib-Keenan and 
      Eoghan Keenan
Matthew and Priscilla Snyder
Paul Steinberg
Louise H. Stephaich
Sandy and Dan Stoller
Laura Temel and Sam Kleiner
Kathleen and Willem van Rijn
Jonathan Vapnek
Mandy and Noel Volpe
Mary K. Vyskocil
cont'd on page 10...

We are grateful to announce that the Conservancy 
has received an anonymous gift of $500,000 to 

bolster efforts to “nativize” Carl Schurz Park.
Utilizing the funds over a 5-year period, we will focus 

on planting as many native species as possible.
This will require a park-wide horticultural plan as 

well as extensive restoration of garden areas.
Our hope is to make the park more resilient to 

withstand extreme weather conditions and more 
welcoming to the many important creatures who rely on 
it to survive.

A Magnificent Donation
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February to early March, 
white and pink prunus 
mume trees adorn the 
area by the basketball 
court.

All of this happens 

well in advance of 
spring which is one 
of Carl Schurz Park's 
finest moments.  Global 
warming is no joke 
and the Conservancy is 

Global Warming or Winter Blooms? 

In March of 2024, 
Board Chair Judy 

Howard spent time 
with a group of delegates 
from the South Korean 
Chungcheongnam-do 
Administration.  Their goal 
was to visit well established 
Conservancies in New York 
City to better understand 
how they operate.  We were 
flattered to be included 
with Central Park, The 
Highline and Battery Park, 

among others.
The group, which 

represents a large suburban 
housing area, is trying to 
restore an approximate 
30-hectare (70 acre) park 
which lies adjacent.  Many 
questions were posed 
during the hour-long tour 
of Carl Schurz Park after 
which they graciously 
bestowed a few lovely 
parting gifts. We wish them 
the best of luck.      

Conservancy Meets with 
South Korean Delegation

Increasingly, we are 
approached by park 

goers concerned by the 
sight of plants blooming 
in the early winter months.  
While certain plants may, 
in fact, be flowering a bit 
early, often, it is simply 
their time.

Our park has quite a 
collection of witch hazels 
and hellebores which, 
starting in February, 
provide a wide range of 
beautifully colored blooms.  
Plentiful white snowdrops 
and eye-catching yellow 
mahonia add to the display.

A scattering of white 
and pink winter flowering 
camellias look too precious 
to be in full flower.  On 
sunny days, you might 
even catch early emerging 
pollinators visiting 
crocuses. And, by late 

making every effort to 
promote a healthy park 
but, on occasion, winter 
flowering is Mother 
Nature doing business as 
usual.
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Kathy Walsh and Gene Bernstein
Lynn Warshow
Barbra and Barrett Wolf
Mandy Wolkoff
Catherine and Chris Workman
Kathy and Tim Wright
Loretta K. Yellen
Salvatore J. and Patricia Zizza
Anonymous (3)

$250 to $499
Kevin Abernathy
Rebecca and Alberto Acosta
Setareh and Justin Adelipour
Victoria Anderson
Lauren Beaumont
Lauren and Jason Behfarin
Gary and Shari Belitz
Margaret Benson
Ashley and Edward Benton
Andre Bishop
Lindsay Blanco
Emma and Jason Bloch
Max Bookman
Heleen Brody and Jeffrey Lang
Jim and Joan Burke
Victoria Cantwell
Suzanne Charity
Nancy Condry 
Michele P. Connahan
Philip Cusick
Bettina and Brian Decker
Carla and Frank DeSimone
Madeline A. Devaney
Kumar and Kavita Dharmarajan
Robin Dibner
Carol E. and David A. Domina
Barbara Ann Esposito
Mrs. William M. Evarts, Jr.
Marilyn and Bob Fassberg
Suzanne Fawbush and 
      Chris Grisanti
Robin Feuerstein
Barbara Fischer
Sandra Lotz Fisher
Sharon Flescher
Alexander Foster
Erin and Peter Friedland

Fay Gambee
Jean and John Geater
Francine and Morry Gerber
Anatole and Nancy Gershman
Roz Goldberg
Richard E. and 
      Patricia Dunn Grey
Anthony Grieco
Stuart and Joan Gross
Dale Grossman
Judith and Morton E. Grosz
Nimet Habachy
Carol J. Haley
Mary Lynn Halland
Dan and Nancy Hebert
Vivian Hedges
Amy Herron
Jonathan Herron
Susan and Elliot Hershman
Susan Hewitt 
Phyllis Hoenig
Bonnie L. Howard and 
      Charles M. Charrow
Annie Huneke
Caroline Golden Ilberman and                         
      Alan Ilberman
Ali and Peter Jennison
Kristin and Howard Johnson
Jesse Holland Johnston
Peter Keenan
Lance and Alison Kleinberg
Elizabeth and Robert LaBlanc
Leslie LaVecchia
Mark Leininger
Peter Levenson and 
      Pamela Sweeney
Susan Lewis and Scott Brodie
Lorraine Li
Ulises and Christina Liceaga
Robert and Penny Lieberberg
Toni and Ken Liebman
Robert Lipner

Francis Lippa and 
      Frederick Rohn
Greta G. Loomis
Dr. Karen Mackler
Allan and Janet Mantel
Ann Meschery
Phebe Miller
Anne Parker Mills
Kaitlyn Montague and 
      Vincent Gerardo
Charles Morgan
Deanna and John Neiers
Robert and Anita Nelson
Natasha Nicolaides and 
      Ted Chung
Janice and Yoji Nimura 
Christine and Brian O’Hanlon
Francesca Olivieri
Joyce Ellen
      O’Reardon Dockweiler
Ottomanelli Brothers
Marian U. Pardo
Barry and Liz Pearson
Robert and Daphne Philipson
Anthony and Susana Piscitiello
Rhonda Pohl and Mark Feldman
Fredi Pomerance
Dennis Powers
Anthony Price
Daniel L. Rabinowitz and 
      Ann F. Thomas
Jennifer Ratner
Patricia Reilly
Judith and Bruce Rich
Ali and Ian Rorick
Myrna Rose
Allen Roth
Jonathan Rozoff
Nicholas Russo and Jerry Rumain
Stephen Sachman and 
      Alexia Quadrani Sachman
Edith Salton

Maya Schlessinger
Diane Schoenthal
Judith and Leslie Schreyer
Ivan Selzer
Elizabeth Shea
Eric Shea
Florrie Sherman
Christine A. Smith
Elizabeth Smith and Igor Fuks
Joseph Smith
Ward and Carolyn Smith
Graham and Marieke Spence
Nancy and Mitch Steir
Jeffrey Stone
Ronald Straci
Gary Strauss
Susan and Edward Sultan
Caroline Sutton and Neil Olson
David and Melite Sweet
Doria Tenca
Bonnie Uslianer and 
      Rick Lepsinger
Nicholas Veist
Yuka Wakino
Nancy Ann Ward
Jane and Robert Watson
Lenore M. Weber
Richard Weiss
Ignacio Yulis
Laine Zalac
Anonymous (1)

And over 345 contributors whose 
donations of $1 to $249 totaled 
more than $26,300.      

Sincere additional thanks to:
Dorian’s Seafood Market for 
helping to underwrite our 
summer events.

The Mansion Diner for their 
donation of hot chocolate for the 
Holiday Tree Lighting.

Yura on East End for their 
donation of breakfast for the 
Gracie Square Art Show artists.      

Heartfelt thanks for hosting a spectacular 
evening for the 2024 Party on the Park to

The Brearley School
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Summer Sounds
Open-Air Concerts

Steve Shaiman and 
Swingtime Big Band! 
Wednesday, July 16th
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
John Finley Walk at the 
top of 86th St. staircase.

Steel Impressions 
Caribbean Band

Wednesday, July 23rd
7:00 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m.
John Finley Walk at the 
top of 86th St. staircase.

Sunset Films
“Life’s Journeys”

Migration
Wednesday, August 6th

8:30pm
Basketball/Hockey 
Court at 84th St.

Inside Out 2
Wednesday, August 13th

8:30pm
Basketball/Hockey 
Court at 84th St.

Event Calendar 2025
Volunteer Days

March 8th
April 5th
May 17th
June 14th

September 13th
October 18th
November 8th

9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
East End Ave/86th Street
Registration Required

Earth Day
Celebration

Saturday, April 26th
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Throughout the Park

Annual Plant “Sale”
Saturday, May 10th

9:30am until sold out!
(Rain date May 11th)

East End Ave. 
at 86th Street

The 51st Annual
Gracie Square

Art Show
Saturday and Sunday, 
September 6th and 7th
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

East End Avenue 
from 84th to 88th St.

(Rain or shine)
www.gsasnyc.org

Harvest Festival
Saturday, October 12th

1:00pm to 3:00 p.m.
Playground at 
84th St. and 

Peter Pan Walk

Halloween Howl 
and Healthy 
Hound Fair

Sunday, October 19th 
12 noon to 3:00 p.m. 
(Rain date October 26th)

Basketball/Hockey 
Court at 84th St.and 

John Finley Walk

Holiday 
Tree Lighting

Sunday, December 7th 
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

(Rain, snow or shine)
East End Ave. 

at 86th St.

Movie night at Carl Schurz Park
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HOW TO DONATE
Donate Online
For online donations, visit www.carlschurzparknyc.org

Please mail your gift to:
Carl Schurz Park Conservancy 
1483 York Avenue, #20523, New York, NY 10075-1021 
212-459-4455

Matching Gifts
If your employer matches gifts, please follow their match-
ing gift protocol to initiate the match; we will complete the 
process to multiply your support. 

Planned Giving
Please consider including the Conservancy as a beneficiary 
of your estate by joining our Peter Pan Society. You may 
call our office to speak with us.

Stock Gifts
For instructions on how to donate stock to CSPC, please 
call or e-mail our office. 

Carl Schurz Park Conservancy Mission Statement
The mission of Carl Schurz Park Conservancy is to restore and 
beautify Carl Schurz Park, complementing the efforts of the New 
York City Department of Parks and Recreation. Our goal is to 
enhance the public’s enjoyment and involvement in the Park. 
The Conservancy organizes volunteers to execute its projects and 
sponsors community events that are open to all.
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Board of Directors
Judy Howard, Chair
Pat Nadosy, Vice-Chair
Janice Brunner, Treasurer
Jillian Zrebiec, Secretary
Fritz Beshar
JP Connolly
George Daguillard
Shirin Green
Susan Heide

Dan Kesten
Lisa Latcholia
Larry McCaffrey
Barbara O’Connor
Louise Radin
Diantha Schull
Clare Thomas
Roland Villacorta
Mariana Weiss

Hellgate Lawn.

Patrick K. McCluskey 
   Executive Director
Ann Meschery
   Director of Public Events
Breeana George
   Horticulture Manager
Crystal Woblan
   Horticulture Associate

Luke Cohen 
   Operations Manager
Banford Weissmann 
   Master Gardener
Gavilan Longino 
   Cartage Supervisor


