
FUTURE

Soil  & Water

A healthy and beautiful Park depends on good soil and storm water control. Soil 
is home to some of the most beneficial creatures on Earth. 

Carl Schurz Park has seen a steady 
increase in foot traffic, which has led 
to damaging soil compaction. Severe 
storms have caused significant soil 
erosion and flooding.

SOIL COMPACTION causes sections of 
the Park to become barren and concrete-
like. Compressed soil cannot absorb 
water or support plants and beneficial 
organisms. 

SOIL EROSION usually occurs on sloped 
areas where the soil is compacted and 
fully exposed to the elements. With 
nothing holding it together, soil easily 
washes away.

WEATHER EXTREMES Drought places 
stress on all plants and trees, while 
heavy rainfall removes vital topsoil, 
causes flooding throughout the Park, 
and storm water runoff into the East 
River. 

FACTS FOCUS
To address problems of soil 
compaction and erosion, the 
Conservancy uses a variety of 
techniques.

MULCH helps restore compacted areas 
and prevent erosion. The wood chips in 
mulch pad the surface, retain moisture in 
the soil, supress weeds, and regulate soil 
temperature.

CRIBBING LOGS allow us to create terraced 
areas which slow water runoff, keeping 
soil and plants in place. These logs are tree 
limbs or coir logs made out of coconut fiber.  
They are partially buried in the soil and held 
in place with wooden stakes.  

COMPOST enriches garden and lawn soil.  
Our compost is specifically decomposed 
plants, leaves and grass clippings. The 
result is organic matter, rich in nutrients, 
that improves the numbers of beneficial 
organisms, the capacity for water retention, 
and the pH of depleted soil. 

Maximizing water absorption 
keeps contaminated 

storm water runoff out of 
surrounding waterways.

Maintaining Carl Schurz Park as it is today is essential, but it is not enough. 

Urban density, habitat loss, climate change, and species decline are all threats to the Park’s future.

With urgent global challenges at the forefront, we have shifted our focus to restore native habitat.  By 
looking at the Park in this manner we will ensure its health and viability for future generations.

Compaction, erosion, drought, and flooding take their toll on the Park and the Conservancy’s 
ability to maintain planted areas. 

To address these challenges the Conservancy:
• Installs cribbing logs on sloped areas.
• Mulches highly trafficked pathways and fragile lawn areas.
•  Adds compost to depleted soil.
• Never uses man-made fertilizers.
• Overseeds lawns twice yearly.
• Maintains soil health for maximum water absorption.

Steps you can take to join in the effort:
• Use compost instead of man-made fertilizers to avoid contaminating water supplies.
• Protect planted areas from excess foot traffic.
• Mulch heavily trafficked areas to prevent compaction and erosion.
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